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Not all people feel the same. Pro-war and anti-war protestors exchange their views on the war. 


The issue of war 


War no good 


By JARED PENDAK 
News Editor 


War is sometimes necessary. 
Planet earth is far from Utopia, and 
conflicts among the nations of the 
world have naturally unfolded 
throughout history. When these 
political tensions cannot be resolved 
peacefully, violence is unfortunately 
often the only appropriate method of 
resolve. Call it mankind’s curse. 

Suffice to say, war should be 

waged only and always as an 
absolute last resort, something the Bush administration’s 
current decision to go to war with Iraq is anything but. 
__ The war in Iraq involves a very complex series of 
issues, and with the limited amount of information the 
government shares with the American people, it’s impos- 
sible for anyone outside the White House or Pentagon to 
put their finger on every intermingled situation that has 
caused the war. 

That said, it is also apparent that the war in Iraq is 
unnecessary for several reasons. 

The so-called “weapons of mass destruction” Iraq 
possesses were in the process of being destroyed by the 
Iraqi government when war was waged. Since a primary 
motive of conflict between the U.S. and Iraq was the fact 
that Iraq was refusing to live up to their agreement at the 
conclusion of the Persian Gulf War to destroy these 
weapons, it scarcely 


See War is unnecessary, page 5 


War needed 


By STEVIN BARTHOLOMEW 
Graphics Editor 


I’m going to be quick, concise 
and to the point. People protesting 
the war are not un-American, not by 
a long shot. 

However, they must be con- 
fused. They are Americans and have 
the right to protest, but they are 
protesting something that will result 
in having the Iraqi people being able 
to do the same. 

The facts are simple. Saddam has killed thousands of 
his own people by gassing an entire community of peo- 
ple, not to mention the torture and killing that his regime 
is infamous for. That is not the type of leader that should 
be in control anywhere, if you like US ideals or not. 
People have the basic right to live, and that’s a universal 
right. Another interesting fact is that there has been a war 
going on in the Middle East for many years. Where were 
the peace protesters then? I’m positive that there were 
people who were protesting for peace even before 9/11. 
But now it seems that many people have jumped on the 
peace bandwagon for some reason. Could it be because 
now that the United States is involved here is a greater 
chance that they personally will be involved? 

I believe that if someone has strong beliefs on some- 
thing such as peace, they should support it through and 


through, not. only See War must happen, page 5 


Arts 


Piano-thon brings 
a little art to NECC 


Hartleb: cuts may 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The shock caused by Gov. Mitt 
Romney’s. budget proposal was still 
fresh when the NECC board of 
trustees met to discuss a “game plan” 
on Feb. 5. The trustees, a group that 
will lose its power if Romney’s 
realignment proposal is _ passed, 
expressed their fear of the destruction 
in store for NECC. 

“We are destroying everything 
we have built,” Byron Matthews, the 
chairman of the board of trustees, 
said of the cuts NECC might have to 
make if Romney’s proposal is 
passed. 

“IT don’t understand how not to 
destroy this college,” Hartleb added, 
on possibility of major cuts. 

Romney’s proposal calls for a 36 
percent cut in higher education, but 
includes offsets that he believes will 
take some of the burden off higher 
education. 

However, NECC President 
David Hartleb is not as optimistic 
about the cuts. 

“I believe some of the offsets 
won’t work,” Hartleb said. “They are 
full of assumptions that we do not 
understand.” 

Hartleb said he believes the off- 
sets will handle about 16 percent of 
the cut, leaving higher education to 
take a 20 percent cut, which is still 
serious. 

Hartleb believes that the cut, 
which equals about $3.4 million, will 
need to be dealt with by raising 
tuition and making cuts within the 
college. 

Hartleb proposed that the college 
would offset 10 percent of the cuts by 
raising tuition, and the other 10 per- 
cent would have to be made up for by 
making cuts. 

Faculty layoffs and cuts to educa- 
tion and student activities programs 
would have to take place. 

“Making cuts will hurt education 
because teachers will be fired,” 
Matthews said of the situation, but 
Hartleb stressed it may be the only 


option. 

The equally troubling aspect of 
Romney’s recent proposal is realign- 
ment. This proposal would have 
NECC joining with North Shore 
Community College and Salem State 
College toform agroup that would 
function, in many ways, as one col- 
lege. 

“1 find it abominable,” Hartleb 
said on the topic of realignment. 

This group would have one board 
of trustees consisting of the chairman 
of each school’s board and eight 
members named by Romney’s office. 

That group board would have to 
answer to the Regional Coordinating 
Council; which will then answer to 
the Board of Higher Education, 
which finally reports to the Secretary 
of Education. 

“Whoever controls the budget 
controls the college,” Hartleb said of 
the possibility of this chain of power 
taking control. 

Decisions now made by the 
NECC Board of Trustees will be 
made by the state, including major 
budget decisions. 

“We would have to call all of the 
boards up to decide something,” 
Hartleb said of the difficulties the 
change would create. 

“We like reorganization, we just 
don’t like this reorganization,” 
Hartleb said. 

Hartleb said the region NECC 
has been placed in would not be 
favorable to the college, and 
Northern Essex would not have much 
impact. 

Since Salem State is so much 
larger then NECC and North Shore 
Community College, Hartleb feels 
that they would dominate the funding 
when it is distributed. 

Another negative aspect of 
realignment is that it would cause the 
loss of many jobs. 

“The numbers are wrong,” 
Hartleb said on the idea of the cuts 
and realignment saving the state $90- 
$100 million. “It would be impossi- 
ble to save $90-$100 million. I can’t 
believe it will save $.10 cents.” 

See Cuts, page 5 
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Tell Romney 
how you feel 


Students of NECC, do you want 
your tuition to go up by five percent 
or more? 

That is exactly what will happen 
if Gov. Mitt Romney’s budget plan is 
passed. 

The much publicized budget situ- 
ation is calling for many major 
changes in the way higher education 
is set up, and when all is said and 
done, colleges will likely have to take 
a 20 percent cut in funding. 

Students will have to handle the 
brunt of this cut, since the plan calls 
for a 5 percent raise in tuition, and 
President David Hartleb’s plan calls 
for student tuition to be raised again 
to deal with 10 percent of the budget 
cut NECC will take. 

Isn’t the economy in a down 
time? Is this really the best time to 
make students, who already don’t 
have any money, pay more for their 
education? 

When the president of the college 
says “I don’t understand how not to 
destroy this college,” as Hartleb did 
at the trustees meeting on Feb 5, it 
become very clear that there is a 
major problem. 

Even as NECC’s enrollment is 
reaching new heights, the college is 
facing a financial disaster, and stu- 
dents will take the hit. 

So is there anything that students 
can do? Or do they just need to grin 
and take what is given to them? 

Well, there is something that can 
be done! 


Romney’s plan has not yet been 
passed. It still needs to be passed 
through the state legislature before it 
goes into action. 

Concerned students should take 
their fate into their own hands and 
call their state legislature and voice 
concerns over this plan. 

The web site www.state.ma.us 
lists the phone number for the Senate 
Clerk Office 617-722-1276, and the 
number for the House Clerk office 
617-722-2356. 

To say “join the war against 
Romney’s plan” is politically incor- 
rect at this time of real war. Lives are 
not being put in danger and freedom 
is not at stake. 

But the college careers of many 
students could be at stake, so students 
should unite and make a call to help 
themselves and other students. 

It seems clear that Romney’s 
administration did not have the good 
of the student in mind when he made 
his proposal, so the student’s good 
needs to be put back into the govern- 
ment’s mind. 

It is still possible for the Senate 
and House to not pass this proposal. 

With the work of many college 
big shots working to save their col- 
lege, and the voice of the college stu- 
dent raising up, it would be very dif- 
ficult for the government to avoid. 

The government wants to keep 
their people happy, since they have to 
be voted in by-the public. So if they 
are aware that their plan will be mak- 
ing a great deal of people unhappy, it 
may sway them. 

It is America, the voice of the 
people should be heard. 


You spent your 
spring break doing what ? 
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Briana Berthiaume, Undeclared 
“Rehearsing for the spring produc- 
tion of Pride’s Crossing.” 


Charles Pike, Undeclared 
“Sleep.” 
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‘ Louise Aimee, Psychology 
“Helping my family move.” 


“Going to Montreal.” 
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The absolute profile of an idiot 


F Micias, Bova 


Si acd. lay 
enough, you 
know these peo- 
ple. “They’re 
just not too 
bright,” = you 
tend to reason, 
but as the ayes 
unanimously 


have it, you 
realize they are 
really that 


dumb. 

I’m talking about idiots. 
They’re all around screwing up 
and causing havoc in society. 
Curiously. you wonder why 
some of these sorry saps haven’t 
been taken aside and told how 
common sense works. Maybe 
it’s the typical frustration that 
people experience being with an 
idiot that forces them to avoid 
these people. 

Now don’t be offended if 
you are reading this and you are 
an idiot. Maybe you could learn 
something about the world 
around you. First of all, you ; 
need to know that people don’t 
know everything. You’re not an 
exception. If I tell you some- 
thing that I know is true and you 
deny the facts and what I am 
saying is true, run! That’s what 
aggravates me. Don’t tell me 


what's up from down if you don’t 4merica’s favorite idiot: Homer Simpson 


even know what up or down is. 
I have a classic example of an 
idiot. He helps to 


Not all the time you can be lucky 
enough to find gullible subjects such 
as Curtis to trash talk about. Most 
people say they experience idiot 
encounters at concerts.. This brings 
up number three otherwise known as 
use your head! 

If you go to a concert, what are 
some things you don’t bring with 
you? Let us think, a grill (for barbe- 
cues), a television, and a backpack. 
Most people can realize that some of 
these things on this list belong on the 
list of things not to bring with you. 
Yet some people bring backpacks 


File Photo 


ple’s heads in the lower section 
below us. We were bored so that’s 
why we did it.” Brown says. She 
realizes after the fact that she was an 
idiot. 

Being quite annoying is the 
fourth thing you should be careful of. 
Try not to be annoying. For example, 
if you in a library and you know you 
should be quiet, shut up! Mothers 
who swear, are you really surprised 
when you child swears in public? 
Well guess what, you’re an idiot for 
believing that your kid learned how 
to swear from somewhere or some- 
one else. Most of you vulgar 
mothers swear at your children 
while you scold them. Your 
ignorance annoys everyone 
else that is around you. 

The last thing an idiot 
needs to avoid at all costs is 
doing stupid things. It maybe 
hard to comprehend since you 
lack common sense but if you 
remember that anything that is 
harmful or potentially danger- 
“A ous is a probably a stupid 
, thing. With this in mind, 
Stevin Bartholomew, another 
NECC student, shared his bla- 
tantly stupid incident. 

“Pll take risks by doing 
things just for kicks. I mean 
some people won’t jump off a 
car going 35 mph into a pile of 
leaves for kicks but I do.” 
Bartholomew says. 

He rationalizes later on in 
his story by saying he is “not 
logically an idiot”. Logically 
anyone reading this would say 

what he did was 


describe the LS irarecocoec Ty 7} ~ ye aa mn team dumb. Who 
thing an idiot should cares if it was for 


know: don’t try to get 
attention because 
nobody cares about 
you. Michael Curtis, a 
student here at the col- 
lege, craves attention. 
He thought of a whole 
scheme to get into this 
paper. 

“T am single and looking and I 
am a master baiter when it comes to 
fishing. I like chicken.” Curtis says. 


There’s your two seconds of 


fame kiddo. To top it all off, he 
begged to be in the paper just so it 
would make him, as he said, be 
“infamous”. What an idiot! 


Dear Editor, 


I was in the 3rd floor of the B- 
building bathroom last week. I took 
my two rings off to wash my hands 
and left them on the sink. I walked 
away leaving at least a few hundred 
dollars worth of gold and diamond 
rings behind. I went back ten minutes 
later after realizing my clumsiness to 
find the rings gone. Losing some- 
thing such as jewelry is a horrible 


Student thanks all 


Now don’t be offended if you are 
reading this and you are an idiot. 
Maybe you could learn something 
about the world around you. 


and occasionally bring their grills 
and televisions. 

Maybe, just maybe, you are that 
umm hmm, or the idiot in the con- 
cert. Jenn Brown, a student at 
Hofstra University, was an idiot at a 
concert. “We [herself and her friend] 
threw Skittles and pretzels at peo- 


keeping them. I thought for sure that 
those rings were gone forever. It’s 
sad to say but I didn’t think anyone 
had the decency to make a truly sin- 
cere decision when it comes to some- 
thing like that. It’s rare these days to 
run into someone that is truly-honest. 
I definitely expected a different out- 
come. It would have been so easy to 
just pocket the rings and be a few 
hundred dollars richer. It made my 
whole week to receive a call on my 


kicks, it was stupid 
and he could have 


gotten —_ seriously 
hurt. 

What this 
whole opinion 


story boils down to 
is one thing, com- 
mon sense. This 
also happens to be the one thing 
idiots don’t have. So this means the 
chance for an idiot to be a productive 
individual in society is hopeless. 
Thus an idiot will always be an idiot 
and the rest of us will have to deal 
with it. Have a good day. 


War crimes area 


What are the underlying reasons 
for us attacking Iraq? 


Before writing this piece I had 
planned on producing an article 
expressing my views concerning the 
possible war with Iraq. Well, unfor- 
tunately the war has started; a war 
that never should have begun. 

J agree that Sadam Hussein is an 
insane dictator who treats the Iraqi 
people inhumanly, but I don’t see 
any reason for us to get involved in 
a war against a country that doesn’t 
pose a direct threat on the U.S. 


ceed, those weapons will be pro- 
duced in mass numbers. 

If Bush is so concerned about 
nuclear bombs why are we not 
attacking North Korea? It doesn’t 
make much sense to me. 

Also, why are we trying to make 
Iraq a democracy? Who are we, as 
Americans, to tell another country 
how their government should be 
run? 

Yes, democracy would probably 
benefit the Iraqi people, but how do 
we know that a democracy is what 
they want? 


CNN.com photo 


A young Iraqi girl injured from U.S attacks in Baghdad. This is 
what war does. It kills and/or injures the young and innocent. 


I believe that President Bush 
has gone ahead with this war to 
“fix” what his father left during the 
Persian Gulf war. 

The President’s reasons for 
going to war are strictly personal; 
like revenge almost. I mean, while 
his father was still in office, there 
was an assassination attempt against 
him by a member (members) of the 
Iraqi regime. 

The President keeps insisting 
that Iraq has weapons of mass 
destruction and that they are close to 
producing nuclear weapons. He 
uses this as his basis for war. 
Although these examples are most 
likely true, ’'m not convinced that 
those are the true reasons for the 
U.S. going to war with Iraq. 

I was listening to someone talk 
on the news a few days back and 
they said North Korea is closer (by 
years) than Iraq, to building nuclear 
weapons and that when they suc- 


deliberate act of war 


Dear Editor, 


“War crimes are...[the]...delib- 
erate and intentional killing of large 
numbers of civilians for political or 
other purposes.” 

- Benjamin Ferencez 

Former American prosecutor at 


criminal and the American people 
culpable in their support. 


Paul Bamberger 
ESL Department 


This is why many countries dis- 
like or even hate Americans. We 
seem to believe that our way of liv- 
ing is the best, and that everyone 
should follow our lead. 

I am very proud to be American 
and I think I’m very fortunate that I 
live in a free country but I don’t 
believe we should be forcing our 
ideas on others. I mean all we can 
do is suggest other options and let 
these countries make their own 
decisions. 

I am strongly opposed to this 
war taking place. I believe it will 
only bring more hatred to the U.S. 
from other countries and it will most 
likely invite more terrorism to the 
US. 

We are in this war for all the 
wrong reasons, and | am truly terri- 
fied for what the state of our world 
is in and what it will be like when 
this war ends. 


Send Email to: 


feeling. Jewelry no matter how nice cell phone saying the rings were in the Nuremberg Trials 


becomes a part of you after wearing the security office. I can’t thank ; observer@necc.mass.edu 
it everyday for a period of time. So everybody involved enough. I defi- It is commonly known that fifty Or drop letters off in our 
parting from something like that isa __nitely have a new sense of respect for | percent of the Iraqi population is 
hard thing to accept. people now that I know all the | made up of children. Preemptively newsroom, F-129, 

I would like to thank the security _ integrity isn’t gone in the world. bombing Iraq, knowing children will ; 
guards for all their help and especial- die, would be, in my opinion, a war Behrakis Student Center 


crime, making George Bush, if he 


ly whomever it was that had the hon- 
were to order such an attack, a war | 


esty to pass in the rings instead of 


Kyle Hurley 
NECC Student 
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The elements of a US-led war against Iraq 


Aaron Foss breaks 
down all the aspects 
of a US-led war 


against Iraq 


As a jour- 
nalist, it is my 
job to give peo- 
ple the facts and 
inform them of 
the events in the 
world. 

However, 
being involved 


in the news 
business | you 
are usually, 


required to put aside any personal 
feelings or opinions you may have. 
That is why I love writing editorials. 
Having free reign to praise or 
degrade, depending on how I see the 
subject of my story. I have waited 
and held my tongue on this entire war 
debacle with Iraq. I have read, 
observed, and heard every detail that 
the media has put out and someone 
always seems to have some reason 
why we should or should not go to 
war. Then someone else comes up 
with another reason to counter the 
first. All the while they have no rea- 
soning to back up whatever claim 
they have made. That is why I am 
writing this article. | want to give my 
opinion, not only on whether on not 
we should'go to war, but the reasons 
why. I want to pick apart each part of 
the controversy and answer all the 
questions. So with no further ado, 
here is the Aaron Foss point of view. 

Is Saddam Hussein a threat and 
does he possess weapons of mass 
destruction? 

This is the most important issue 
in this entire mess. We as a country 
need to be safe and able to live our 
lives without the worry of a biologi- 
cal or chemical weapon screaming 


towards us. The one thing that I like 
about an otherwise incompetent 
President Bush is that he realizes 
this. America has put itself out to the 
world as a place of freedom and 
equal rights. That statement is 
appealing to so many people that 
they would risk their lives crossing a 
river or floating here on a raft of 
Pepsi cans than to stay in their home- 
lands of oppression. Yet, this same 
freedom that others so crave is the 
same thing that makes us a target for 
people like Osama Bin Laden. 
People that would like nothing more 
than for America as we know it to 
crumble. Saddam Hussein is one of 
those. people. He is a madman, a tor- 
turer, and has no. regard for human 
life. Not even for the lives of his own 
people. But does he have the capabil- 
ity, to attack America. My. opinion is 
that he does... sn 
not. Yes, he 
does have 
chemical and 
biological 
weapons or is 
busy develop- 
ing them. 
However, 
while I do not 
think that our 
country is 
threatened by 
them, other 
countries most certainly are. Turkey, 
Kuwait, Iran, or any country in the 
Mid-east has to worry as Hussein 
would like nothing better than to take 
them over and expand the Iragi 
empire. 

Are U.N. inspections working? 

The next biggest issue is the U.N. 
inspections and their effectiveness in 
Iraq. This is also the simplest ques- 
tion to answer: one that I will 
respond to with a resounding no. 
There has been a cat and mouse game 
being played for the last twelve 
years. The inspectors go here and we 
move our weapons here. Come back 
and we’ll let you do your job in a few 
weeks. I see only one major problem 
with the U.N. inspectors. First of all, 


they have been much too willing to 
work with Iraq during these inspec- 
tions. Hussein is a man who attacked 
another country and drove us to war 
in the Persian Gulf. He does not have 
the same credibility or negotiating 
power as that of a leader of a respect- 
ed country. The inspectors have a job 
to do and they need a more hard- 
nosed approach to it. The U.N. 
inspectors are a wonderful idea in 
theory, but if the job they are sent in 
to do is not done properly, then there 
is no use in the being there at all. 
Perhaps, replacing Hans Blix, a man 
who couldn’t find his hand in a 
glove, is the answer to improving 
U.N. inspections and avoiding war. 
The discovery of the Al-Samoud 2 
missiles just goes to show that Iraq 
can have weapons they are not sup- 
posed to and that inspectors as of 


eM or Qi. 


The reason the United Nations is not 
backing us in the war effort is because 
they do not want to admit that they 
have failed. 


right now are having no effect. 

What about the opposition to the 
war? 

We as a country are facing two 
types of opposition in the war effort. 
The first and most important is from 
The U.N. itself. While we have the 
backing of Great Britain, most other 
countries are either opposed to the 
war or want nothing to do with it 
altogether. I would think that after all 
we had done for France and Germany 
after World War II that they would be 
behind us in any situation. However, 
their not wanting to go to the battle 


lines with us if we do indeed invade | 


Iraq, I see as a slap in the face. 
Secondly, the American people are 
opposed to this war more than any 


other in our nation’s history. All I 
have to say on this is that war is a 
government issue and that our gov- 
ernment as a whole knows what it is 
doing. No number of peace rallies or 
protesting is going to do any good if 
we decide that Iraq is a threat. 
Besides that, the majority of the 
American public are a mass of uned- 
ucated people who for some reason 
think that their opinion counts when 
it comes to decisions of this magni- 
tude. The ones who are smart 
enough to voice their opinions: jour- 
nalists, teachers and war veterans, are 
the ones who should be making their 
opinions heard. I do not expect this 
article to persuade the government 
either way because I know that it 
won't. But at least I have the infor- 
mation I need. Maybe if some of the 
masses of people in this country shut 
off Joe Millionaire and 
read a newspaper then 
more of us would be 
qualified to make our- 


selves heard. Until 
then, stop protesting 
about sending our 


troops to Iraq when 
you can’t even find it 
on a map. 

What would the 
cost of a war be? 

Iraq is a very 
wealthy country 
because of oil. Therefore, I believe 
most of the rebuilding cost would 
come from them. Still, if a new gov- 
ernment was formed and Iraq was to 
turn itself around, the United States 
or U.N. would more than likely help 
them. out on their roadito becoming a 
respected member of the internation- 
al community. The bottom line on 
cost is simple: no price tag is too 
hefty for the safety of the world. 

Should we go to war with Iraq? 

This is the big question. It all 
depends on whether or not Iraq poses 
a big enough threat to America and 
it’s Mid-east neighbors. As I see it 
now they indeed do pose a threat, one 
that is being downplayed by the 
United Nations. We as a country have 


felt the effects of a terrorist attack 
and that is why we are leading the 
charge to destroy terrorism. 

The reason the United Nations is 
not backing us in the war effort is 
because they do not want to admit 
that they have failed. They would 
rather risk the safety of the people 
everywhere in the world than admit 
defeat and it is not right. Your inspec- 
tors failed to do the job, and now it is 
time to clean up the mess you left. 
But you would rather send in more 
inspectors while time is running out. 
The last time a dictator was left in 
power because nobody took him seri- 
ously, Hitler took over all of Central 
Europe. Millions of people were 
killed and the world is still shaken by 
what happened only sixty years ago. 
It took the fall of France to German 
forced before the world took Hitler as 
a serious threat. Let’s not wait for 
another catastrophic event to occur 
this time before somebody takes 
action. This is a new age and a new 
era with new and more deadly 
weapons. It took Hitler almost five 
years to kill more than twelve million 
people. Those numbers could be 
equaled in a matter of weeks or 
months if an attack were to happen 
now because of technology. Right 
now, as you sit and read this article, 
halfway across the world, there is a 
bunker somewhere that weapons are 
being developed. Soon they will be 
ready to be armed and used against 
us. They will be filled with chemicals 
and toxins. They will kill an awful lot 
of Americans. The visuals in my 
mind are of Boston being clouded in 
Anthrax or.a schoolyard, full of 
dozens of children, all having 
seizures until their backs break 
because of toxins dropped from the 
sky. Those situations are not over the 
top, but a reality that faces us in the 
future if we don’t act now. The battle 
on terrorism is on and we need to 
head into Iraq’full throttle and elimi- 
nate the threat. Simply put, we either 
go to war and stop Hussein or lots of 
innocent people are going to die. 


Music doesn’t lead a person to do stupid things 


Eminem has just released his 


newest single, “Sing for the 
Moment.” In this song, Eminem 
raps, “They say music can alter 
moods and talk to you...” That line 
got me to thinking. 

There are a lot of people out 
there that feel that music makes peo- 
ple do things they wouldn’t have 
done unless they listened to a partic- 
ular song or genre of music. They 
think that if a song says to carry a 
gun, to commit suicide, join a gang, 
etc, that people will actually do what 
the song says as if the song is brain- 
washing the listener. 

I personally think that is ridicu- 
lous. A song can not make you do 
something! If a person can take 
something of that sort (or worse) lit- 
erally in a song, then actually go out 
and commit the act, then there is 
already something wrong with that 
person. 

A person in a good frame of mind 
knows that you do not actually go out 
and commit an act that is talked 
about in a song. It’s there for enter- 
tainment and lyrical purposes, not so 
the people will take it seriously. 
People know that, or at least they 


should know that? >" 

In the song, Eminem continues 
by saying, “...Can it load a gun up for 
yowand cock it too?” I think that line 
means just what I am saying. A song 
can say many things that the artist 
actually does or does not mean. Even 
if the artist does mean it, he or she is 
not telling you to go out and do 
something of that sort! And, if you do 
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Everyone will 
interpret lyrics in 
different ways. 
One person hears 
it one way and 
others hear it a 
different way. 


end up doing something, the artist 
did not hand you the gun and tell you 
to go out there and do it. 

To have people placing blame on 
an artist’s record for the things that 
happen around the world is ludi- 


crous. People do what is in their con- 
scious minds. They do not do what a 
song tells them to do. 

For instance, after the Columbine 
tragedy, there was talk of what type 
of music the two boys listened to. I 
believe they mentioned metal bands 
or something to the effect of Marilyn 
Manson. Well, I listen to all of that 
metal, punk, goth, etc music and I 
don’t have any of those thoughts run- 
ning through my head. I know it’s 
just music and not 
meant to be literal. I 
do not go out and 
do drugs, or shoot 
someone, or cause 
some sort of trou- 
ble. 

Those that 
believe that crimes 
happen because of 
lyrics in a song 
need to stop and 
think back. 
Everyone here has listened to music 
that was not sugary sweet pop and 
had lyrics that could have been offen- 
sive or considered “harmful” and 
most of us are fine after having lis- 
tened to it. 

Everyone will interpret lyrics in 
different ways. One person hears it 
one way and others hear it a different 


way. No where in those songs does it 
say “What I’m really saying here is, 
go out and kill people and do the 
drugs.” So, it does not make sense 
that the people will say that music 
will make people do things. 

Blaming music is just another 
way to take blame off oneself and 
place it elsewhere. Parents need to be 
around to supervise their children. If 
they paid closer attention to their 
children, things could be prevented 
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A person in a good frame of mind 
knows that you do not actually go out 
and commit an act that is talked 
about in a song. 


TE 


instead of having to blame it on 
music after the fact. 

I also think that music can 
change your mood. Not necessarily 
“alter” your mood, but for instance, if 
you were in a good mood bouncing 
around to a happy song on the radio, 
then a slower song comes on, and all 
of a sudden you can feel a little down 


and you are calmer than you had 
been. That doesn’t mean that you all 
of a sudden become desperate and 
feel like you need kill yourself. Or, 
instead, a song comes on by DMX 
(or someone of that nature) after the 
“happy-go-lucky” song, and you get 
a little pumped, maybe a tad angry 
feeling, but you do not go out and 
shoot someone. 

Do I think that sometimes the 
artists do have some effect on the lis- 
tener/fan? Sure but 
I think mostly in 
the sense of fash- 
ion, cars, or some- 
thing of that sort. It 
wouldn’t be any- 
thing that would 
influence someone 
to commit a crime. 
And, in my opin- 
ion, anyone who 
blames music for 
something that they 
did are just looking for an easy way 
out. 

The world has a problem blam- 
ing actions and what not on every- 
thing and everyone around them. It’s 
time some people start to take 
responsibility for their actions, and 
realize that they are wrong. And, in 
this case, they are. 
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Facing cuts 


Continued from page 1 

“Is it saying that whoever runs 
the colleges is doing a bad job?” 
Matthews added. 

Board member Barbara 
MacKinnon also bought up the point 
that once Romney leaves office, so 
will the people that he put in charge 
of the colleges and other programs. 

Another major topic that was 
presented at the meeting was the 
advancements in distance learning. 

Professor Joseph Rizzo and Alan 
Foucault gave a presentation on on- 
line courses, explaining how they 
work and that they are gaining popu- 
larity. The number of students cur- 
rently enrolled in on-line courses has 
grown 275 percent from the number 
of students enrolled the same time 
last year, from 304 to 512 students. 

Enrollment has grown an even 
greater amount from the fall of 2000, 
when there were only 82. students 
enrolled. Most of which are students 
who attend NECC or are from the 
area. 

“For the most part, our on-line 
students are our students,” Foucault 
said. 

Rizzo explained that these class- 
es are made to allow greater access 
for those who need it. People who 
cannot leave home, or who simply 
find on-line courses more convenient 
benefit from this program. 

These courses are accessed using 
NECC’s web site, and are run by the 
program WebCT. 

Despite being on-line, the classes 
function much like a regular class, 
according to Rizzo. 

Instead of lecturing to the class, 
the teacher will type the lecture he or 
she will put it on the site for the stu- 
dents to read. A PowerPoint presen- 


tation is also often used to help illus- 
trate the lesson. 

The classes also offer ways to 
communicate with classmates and 
professors on-line. 

Classmates can communicate 
using an on-line billboard where stu- 
dents can post responses to the previ- 
ous lesson. 

Professors also have set office 
hours, like in standard classes, which 
take place in a chat room, where they 
can “meet” with students. 

Tests are presented to students in 
a unique way. According to Rizzo, 
each student receives a unique test, 
which is put together by WebCT 
using questions that the professor has 
developed. The student has only 
about one minute to answer each 
question, so that they can use their 
resources, but cannot just sit around 
and look up answers. 

Objective questions are immedi- 
ately corrected and grades are 
returned to the student. Essays are 
looked at by the professor, and then 
graded, 

Those measures help to prevent 
cheating, but the possibility still 
remains. 

“A student could get someone to 
do it for him, but they could also hire 
someone to go to class,” Foucault 
said. 

He said that these classes take a 
lot of hard work, and a person would 
have to be really dedicated to want to 
cheat. He added that many teachers 
require One in-person meeting, and 
each student still has to register in 
person. 

“We don’t want to build a new 
college, we just want to improve 
access,” said Foucault. 


Advising center named 


Close to 100 of Paula Strangie’s 
family, friends, and former col- 
leagues gathered in the hallway of 
the B Building on Northern Essex 
Community College’s Haverhill 
Campus to honor her on Monday, 
March 3. The gathering celebrated 
the dedication of the college’s 
Academie Advising Center in her 
name. 

During the mid-1990’s, Paula 
Strangie, then a psychology profes- 
sor at Northern Essex, set up a table 
in hallways frequented by students 
on the Haverhill Campus and volun- 
teered her time to provide academic 
advising. At that time, each 
Northern Essex student had a faculty 
advisor who provided academic 
counseling in their own office by 
appointment. There was no central- 
ized location for receiving counsel- 
ing On an appointment or walk-in 
basis. 

Due to Paula’s efforts, the col- 
lege now has academic advising cen- 
ters on both the Haverhill and 
Lawrence Campuses, employing a 
director of academic advising, four 
full-time advisors, one part-time 
advisor, an administrative assistant 
and a secretary. Students can now 
access advising services both during 
the day and in the evening. 

“Paula recognized the need for 
an academic advising center and 
used her leadership skills and per- 
sonal energy to make it happen,” said 
David Hartleb, president of the col- 


lege. “Academic advising is at the 
core of what we do as a community 
college. Because of Paula, Northern 
Essex has a model academic advis- 
ing center that helps insure students 
are on the right path academically.” 

A 1966 graduate of Revere High 
School with a bachelor’s degree 
from U.Mass/Amherst and a mas- 
ter’s degree from Salem State 
College, Strangie joined the faculty 
at Northern Essex in 1979. She was 
director of the academic advising 
center from 1997 until her early 
retirement in the spring of 2002 due 
to health issues. 

At the dedication ceremony, 
David Hartleb, college president; 
Paul Bevilacqua, vice president of 
academic affairs; and Priscilla 
Bellairs, English Professor, talked 
about Strangie’s contributions to the 
college. 

In attendance were Strangie’s 
mother, Grace Strangie of Revere; 
her sisters Josephine Chisholm of 
Everett and Janice Fiore of Danvers; 
her brother Pat Strangie, also of 
Danvers; her niece, Tracy Fiore of 
Danvers; and her nephew, Brian 
Chisholm of Everett. 

Strangie, who survived cancer as 
a young adult, was in the hospital 
recovering from complications relat- 
ed to her treatment for cancer and 
was unable to attend the dedication. 
She asked her mother to share her 
appreciation for the honor with those 
attending. 
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makes sense for the United 
States to go against the wishes of 
fellow United Nations partners and 
decide to attack Iraq after these 
weapons were in the process of 
being dismantled. It seems to me as 
though President Bush rushed into 
war as soon as the Iraqi government 
began destroying the weapons for 
fear there would be no excuse to 
wage war had the weapons eventu- 
ally been successfully and com- 
pletely destroyed. 

It is also interesting that the U.S. 
government profited off of the dis- 
tribution of many of the weapons by 
selling them to Iraq, and that many 
of the weapons the United States is 
using for war are even more destruc- 
tive than the ones it was ordering 
Iraq to destroy. Weapons inspectors 
were abundant in Iraq, but I’ve 
never heard of one in the United 
States, have you? 

Also, did anyone else notice that 
Bush’s “48 hour deadline” ordering 
Hussein and his sons to depart from 
Iraq held no validity whatsoever? 
That is, how were Bush and the U.S. 
government supposed to gain 
knowledge if Saddam and his sons 
had left Iraq or not by the deline’s 
expiration? What, did Bush call 
Hussein on the telephone after the 
deadline and ask him if he and his 
sons were still in Iraq? As far as 
Bush or the U.S. military is aware, 
Hussein and his sons had exited Iraq 
by the deadline, yet the United 
States did not hesitate to attack the 
nation regardless. Bush’s deadline 
wasn’t a last chance for Saddam to 
leave Iraq and thus prevent war. It 
was Bush’s way of making it seem 
that way while in essence announc- 
ing that this unnecessary war would 
begin 48 hours later. 

Many people think waging war 
against Iraq is appropriate because 
Saddam Hussein is an unruly dicta- 
tor, and he certainly is. No one has 
killed more Muslims than Saddam 
and he has openly terminated hun- 
dreds of Iragi people. That, howev- 
er, does not justify the presence of 


War is unnecessary 


U.S. military forces in Iraq because 
his actions do not involve the United 
States. The U.S. should not attempt 
to become involved with issues 
overseas unless they directly affect 
the U.S. and its people. Iraq and the 
Middle East, full of Muslim reli- 
gious fanaticism, represent an 
entirely different culture than that of 
the United States. By attempting to 
overthrow Saddam Hussein for the 
Iraqi people as a separate nation, we 
are interfering with the natural 
course of history in the Middle East. 

The United States itself is a 
product of a rich history of U.S. 
people resolving issues of unfair- 
ness within our own nation. So too 
should a solution to the conflict of 
Hussein, a murderous dictator, hav- 
ing control of Iraq be left to the peo- 
ple of the nation to which it affects. 
For example, imagine for a moment 
that the outside military force of a 
foreign country had interfered with 
the U.S. Civil War. The fate of our 
nation may have been drastically 
altered, and not necessarily for the 
better. God forbid slavery might still 
be part of U.S. culture. 

Some Americans attest that the 
United States, as the world’s most 
powerful economic nation, has a 
certain obligation to play the role of 
“peacekeeper” overseas. That 
notion avidly contradicts itself once 
war is waged as the casualties for 
both Iraqis and Americans will like- 
ly far exceed the number of deaths 
Hussein would inflict upon his peo- 
ple without war. 

And if the primary motive of the 
war is to take out Saddam and save 
the Iraqi people from him, then why 
is the U.S. military busy bombing 
Iraqi cities such as Baghdad and 
Basra without knowledge that they 
are where Hussein is present. U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfield recently admitted to the 
press, “We have no idea where 
Saddam is.” Yet the attacks contin- 
ue, contrary to what was expressed 
to the American people as the war’s 
main objective. 

Rumsfield also stated recently, 
“In wars, some people get killed.” 


Yeah, Donnie, no kidding. With the 
incresing number of deaths as a 
result of the war, including 77 non- 
military Iraqi civilians in an attack 
on Basra last weekend, the War in 
Iraq isn’t helping anyone or any- 
thing but Bush’s obvious attempt to 
stabilize Iraq’s rich oil resources. 
Greed kills, and it’s killing innocent 
people and young men and women 
who would otherwise have bright 
futures ahead of them as we speak, 
via the War in Iraq. 

Lastly, I’m entirely fed up with 
war enthusiasts calling those of us 
who are anti-war “unpatriotic,” or 
my favorite “tree-hugging hippies.” 
It is ridiculous to think that people 
opposed to war aren’t supporting 
America’s troops. We are support- 
ing them—we’re supporting their 
lives. In less than a week since war 
began on Mar. 18, there have 
already been more than 50 U.S. 
Marine casulaities and the deathtoll 
on American Army personnel is 
increasing by the day. Voicing an 
anti-war opinion is not unpatriotic, 
but patriotic in that it shows great 
care for the well-being of our 
nation. One can still love their 
country without agreeing with every 
policy and action set forth by the 
president. Most war opposers love 
their country as much as war sup- 
porters, and it is that love for one’s 
country that influences our opposi- 
tion to war. 

Allow me to close with a line 
from a poem by the world-renowned 
Rupert Brooke: “In the corner of 
some foreign field, the gunner for- 
ever sleeps.” I think that gunner had 
a dream before his death that the 
world’s conflicts would be settled in 
war, and that soldiers from one’s 
native country would not be sent to 
fight a foreign country’s battle. 

We cannot just write off his final 
scene. 

Take heed to the dream. 


Jared Pendak is the News Editor 
of the Observer. His e-mail address 
is jdpendak@excite.com. 


War must happen 
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when they are affected by it. | 
myself would like for there to be 
peace in this world, but when you 
have evil tyrants and governments 
that are preoccupied with self-preser- 
vation and not the suffering of the 
people, like you have in Iraq and 
North Korea, there is something that 
needs to be done. 

When you deal with people like 
Saddam and Kim Jong-il you cannot 
rely on diplomacy. “Let the inspec- 
tors work” was a common phrase at 
peace demonstrations, but why did 
the inspectors even need to be there? 
If Iraq followed diplomacy and did 
not have weapons that it was not sup- 
posed to have there would be no need 
for war. However, that is not the case 


at all and some people you just can- 
not deal with peacefully because 
force is the only thing that they 
understand. You would not stop 
Hitler from killing his people by say- 
ing, “No, that’s wrong.” Granted, the 
United States waited much too long 
to get involved in World War I], but 
we have waited too long in the case 
of Saddam also. 

Finally, we will liberate the peo- 
ple of Iraq and they will be granted 
the basic universal rights that all peo- 
ple should have. I believe in the 
American ideology, I believe that 
America is the greatest nation in the 
world. We should not be listening to 
countries like France, Germany and 
Russia who would like us to believe 
that we are in the Middle East purely 
for the oil. 


Oh, yeah I almost forgot: Jacques 
Chirac has been friends with Saddam 
since he was first mayor of Paris, and 
France has more invested in Iraqi oil 
than anybody else! To the other 
countries, where do you think Iraq 
got the weapons that they are fighting 
us with now? I don’t buy into the 
United States trying to take over the 
world. We are trying to give the 
world a sense of a different way their 
nations could be run. Nobody wants 
war, but now it will stop the suffering 
of innocent people. Have faith in 
America, it is where you live, and 
don’t take for granted what you can 
do in this nation and all the freedom 
and rights that you have. 

Protesting war does not make 
you un-American it makes you un- 
informed. 
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A new student center on the way 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


For most NECC students, the stu- 
dent center is not the place of choice 
for meeting friends. The idea of it 
being any help for most students is 
even more far fetched. 

But that may not be the case much 
longer, according to NECC Vice 
President of Administration Mark 
Andrews, because the Ourania 
Behrakis Student Center, or F build- 
ing, will soon be redone with the goal 
of student convenience in mind. 

According to Andrews, the 
process of planning the reconstruction 
began in 1999 when the Educational 
Alliance did a study of the NECC 
campus and made a plan of how it 
would work best for the convenience 
of students. 

It was discovered that one of 


major problems for students was that 


they often have trouble finding their 
way to many areas on campus. 

Finding such areas as the library 
and C building can be a challenge for 
new students. Even the most experi- 
enced student has trouble finding the 
Bursars office and enrollment man- 
agement office. 

Administration hopes that once 
the F building is redone, many of 
those problems will be a thing of the 
past. 
“You should be able to find any 
possible thing that you need,” said 
Mary Ellen Ashley, the senior vice 
president of enrollment management 
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and student services. 

The issue of finding directions to 
many locations on campus will be 
dealt with by placing greeters by the 
entrance of the new student center. 

According to Ashley, these 
greeters will be able be available to 
anyone who needs directions to an 
area On campus on a walk-up basis. 

The greeters will have the help of 
a map, and will direct students to 
areas On campus, and inside the new 
student center. 

But directions will be less neces- 
sary, because many student services 
will be located in the new F building. 

Instead of the many student ser- 
vices being scattered around the col- 
lege, they will instead be placed in the 
student center. 

Such services as the Bursars 
office, Learning Accommodation 
Center, admissions and Enrollment 
Management will be moved from 
their spots on campus to the first floor 
of the new student center. 

Financial Aid, which many stu- 
dents don’t understand and can not 
find, will not only be moved to the 
second floor of the new F building, 
but will have an information room 
that will house financial aid presenta- 
tions. A walk in assessment lab will 
also be available for students. While 
the current assessment labs will be 
kept in service for large groups, this 
lab will be available for small groups, 
and small walk-up groups. 

One of the major goals for the 
administration is to increase career 
planning. 
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I’m comfortable we 


will receive an 
acceptable timeline. 
—Mark 


Andrews 


“The whole notion it to make sure 
students make the right decisions 
from the start,” Ashley said. 

For incoming students, the help 
will come career councilors that can 
give them career advice. 

If a prospective student come in, 
but isn’t sure what they want to do, 
they will be able to meet with the 
councilors, who will send them in the 
right direction. 

For current students, the career 
advice will be more on the lines of 
checking progress. 

According to Andrews, students 
will be able to find out what courses 
they still need to take to graduate. 

Students will be able to find out 
what courses they need to take to 
complete their major, and thus avoid 
taking useless courses. 

The concept of one-stop registra- 
tion, which allows students to do all of 
the work involved in registering for 
classes in one stop, will be made per- 
manent. 

The one-stops, which are now 
housed inside the cafeteria, will be 


Haverhill Campus 
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given a permanent area on the second 
floor of the new F building. 

They will also be in service any 
time the college is opened, instead of 
the current only having them on select 
days, which is currently the case. 

They will be operated by 4-5 five 
people on a regular day, and many 
more on major registration times. 

“Generalists” according to Ashley 
will operate these one-stops. These 
workers will not specialize in a certain 
field, but will instead be able to do a 
limited amount on every service. 

Unlike the library, which will stay 
intact, the cafeteria will be downsized 
when during reconstruction. 

According to Andrews, the eating 
habits of students have changed over 
the years, and there is no longer the 
need for the large cafeteria area. 

A café type area, along the lines of 
Jitters, will replace it. 

The kitchen will remain, to do all 
of the cooking for the existing food 
areas, and the ones that the college 
plans to install. 

The space that is currently being 
used for the cafeteria will be trans- 
formed into a variety of things. 

The majority of the space will be 
used for the permanent one-stop regis- 
tration. 

Another portion of the space will 
become conference areas for orienta- 
tions and the student leadership pro- 
gram, Ashley said. 

Andrews added that the areas may 
also be used for events and presenta- 
tions such as job fairs and career and 
business development shows. 
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There may also be technology 
fairs that will show different software, 
since it will sit next to the state-of-the- 
art tech center. 

There will also. be a student 
lounge, where students can relax and 
wait to work with an advisor if it is 
busy. 

There will also be computers 
available for students, so they can 
print out a copy of their schedule and 
access their G.P.A., among other 
things. 

The final issue for this project to 
start is to get is passed by DECAM, or 
the division of Capital Asset 
Management. 

Despite the fact that the project is 
being funded privately by NECC, 
thanks to a $1 million grant by the 
Behrakis family, DECAM still must 
review the project, according to 
President David Hartleb. 

Andrews said that NECC has a 
very positive relationship with 
DECAM from previous projects, and 
it will be passed. 

The construction also has to be 
put up for bid for local contractors, 
according to Ashley. 

“I’m comfortable we will receive 
an acceptable timeline,” Andrews 
said. 

While there is not a set time for 
construction to begin, they hope to 
start construction by mid-summer. 

“It will get started as soon as it 
can,” Ashley said. 
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Disabled community voices concerns 


Advocacy Group 
submits list of problem 
areas on campus 


By IsA RIVERA 
Staff Columnist 


The Learning Accommodations 
Center held its first advocacy group 
meeting on Monday, Feb. 24 to assist 
and inform people with special 
needs as well as anyone in the col- 
lege community interested in special 
needs. 

Held in the Ourania Behrakis 
Student Center 
‘F’ building cafe- 
teria from 12-1 4 
p.m, the meeting 
was hosted by 
disability service 


manager Sue 
Cunningham and 
Granite State 


Independent 
Living President 
Doug Ewing. 

The meeting featured the distrib- 
ution of a brochure that conatains 
vauable guidence and information 
for employees on ways to help stu- 
dents with special needs be involved 
in the college enviornment. 

Some of the helpful tips included 
in the brochure, which was collabo- 
rated by co-director of accomodation 
and operation Sue Martin abd Vice 
President of Administration Mark 


\ CAMPUS 


Accessibility 


Andrews, were appropriate language 
to use when referring to people with 
special needs and diagrams pointing 
out handicapped accessible parking, 
entrances and restrooms availible to 
special needs people on campus. 

Several issues and complaints 
that were submitted to the Access 
Committee in mid February were 
also discussed. Areas on campus that 
are difficult for wheelchair users to 
navigate on such as the library carpet 
and uneven concrete sidewalks in at 
least two places on campus were 
open topics of discussion, and atten- 
dants were happen to learn that pre- 
vious issues such as the door sensors 
between the ‘C’ and ‘B’ buildings 
that didn’t stay open long enough as 
well as making 
sure the 
Haverhill 
Campus’s new 
technology cen- 
ter would meet 
the stats’s acces- 
sibilty code had 
been taken care 
of. 

However, 
new issues were 
brought up in the meeting. School 
security vehicles alledgedly block- 
ing the view of and access to handi- 
capped ramps on the Lawrence cam- 
pus was brought to attention along 
with the computer labs located in 
room All1 in Haverhill not being 
appropritely accessible for people in 
wheelchairs. 

Director of client computing 
Nancy Moran has helped in adding 
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The Learning Accommodations Center's Advocacy Group meets weekly to discuss concerns, network ana 
learn self-advocacy skills. Above, the group held a kick-off event for Disability and Deaf Culture Awareness 
Week in the Library Conference area. 


two accessible desks in room A111 
and pushing a row of computers 
back to allow more space for wheel- 
chairs. 

Unfortunately, there are still sev- 
eral issues in the room, such as the 
high elevation of the entrance ramp 


Disability and Deaf Culture Awareness Week 


March 24-28 


As part of NECC’s annual Disability and Deaf 


Culture Week, the following activities are co-spon- 
sored by the Office for Faculty and Staff 
Development Learning Accommodation Center, 
NETAC and the NECC ASL Club. 


Cafeteria Bay 


Wednesday-March 26 
* Cafeteria Staff 

Sign Language Training 
9:00AM-10:00AM 


and problems wheelchair users have 
moving in the room. A meeting was 
on March 3 regarding this matter and 
measures to fix the issues were 
agreed upon. 

The mood of the meeting was 
not only of concerns and problems, 
but of expectations and excitement 
in anticipation of the Advocacy 
group’s deaf culture awareness week 
event, which took place in the 
Library conference room on 
Monday, Mar. 24. 

Towards the end of the meeting, 


tensions decreased and the atmos- 
phere became more relaxed and 
happy. People began making jokes 
about their own disabilities, and one 
person in was heard saying “I don’t 
have a disability, do you?” 

Many of those present expressed 
excitement that their concerns were 
going to be exposed in the pages of 
the Observer, and suggestions that 
the paper be posted on the Internet 
and also be availible in large print, 
braille and audio were mentioned. 


To register for any of the events, please call or 
e-mail Susan Martin at 978-556-3647 or 
smartin@nece.mass.edu. Please call to request 
Interpreters at 978-556-3897. 


* Web Design and Accessibility; 
Things they don’t teach you in school 
Open to all Faculty and students. Please share! 


* 
-- * 
te * 
* * 


Monday-March 24 

* Cafeteria Staff 

Sign Language Training 
9:00AM-10:00AM 
Cafeteria Bay 


* Supported Education: Get Acquainted 
Workshop 

10:00AM-11:30AM 

Pailes Room 

2nd Floor of the Library 


* Disability Awareness Forum-Drop-In 
Open to all-Interpreters provided 
12:00PM-2:00PM 

Library Conference 


Areas ABC Lobby- Behrakis Student Center * Ride Operators 
(F-Building) * Game Attendants 

Tuesday-March 25 * Security Guards 

* Cafeteria Staff The Gift of Voice; Sharing your Talents ¢ Cashiers 

Sign Language Training Discover how your voice-recorded text on e Costume Characters 

9:00AM- 10:00AM audiotapes can effectively © Office Clerks 

Cafeteria Bay assist students with disabilities. Open to all * Grounds Keepers 
11:00AM-11:45AM Behrakis ¢ Mechanics 

Jeanne Kincaid—Nationally renowned attor Student Center (F-Building) Room F-139 * Life Guards 

ney who specializes in disability in Higher ° Food Service 


Education-Library Conference ABC 
10:00AM-11:30AM 

* Open to all Library Conference Area ABC 
For Jeanne Kincaid only: contact Jane Nunes- 
NETAC Ext. 3341 or email: 
jnunes@necc.mass.edu. Pre-registration 
required, please. 


12:00PM-1:00PM 
C-Building-Room 120 


Thursday-March 28 

* Cafeteria Staff 

Sign Language Training 
9:00AM-10:00AM 
Cafeteria Bay 


* Deaf Culture Awareness Workshop Open to 
All- Interpreters available 

Library Conference Areas A & B 

Various Workshops 

8:30AM to 12 Noon 


Learning Accommodations Center Assistive 
Technology-Open House Open to 
all 10:00AM-11:30AM 


* Understanding Learning Disabilities— 
The Fat City Video 

Open to all 

2:00PM-3:30PM 

Pailes Room 

2nd Floor of Library 


LAKE PARK 


Route 93 ¢ Exit 2 « Salem, NH 


Job Fair 


Saturday, March 29, 2003 
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 


Job Fair Held At The Canobie Employee Center 
(603)893-3506 www.canobie.com 


Available Job Openings 
include: 


*« Warehouse 
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NECC’s Substance Abuse Task Force promotes vacation safety 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Spring Break is a time for fun. It 
is a time for students who have been 
working hard, or at least attending 
college for a number of long months. 
It is a great time to sit back, relax and 
get reenergized for the stretch run of 
the school year. 

For many people, having fun 
means the use of drugs and alcohol. 

To remind students of the risks of 
these actions, the NECC Substance 
Abuse Taskforce presented a display 
on March 12, at the Haverhill cam- 
pus, called “Know Boundaries.” 

The Substance Abuse Task Force 
is a group of people from various 
departments in NECC that co-spon- 
sor programs against substance 
abuse, according to Rob Parker, the 
coordinator of the wellness and fit- 
ness center. This program also deals 


David Willis photo 


Substance Abuse Task Forces 
Isa Cann and Rob Parker. 


with smoking and drug abuse vic- 
tums’ rights awareness. 

“Spring break is a time when 
people have to make decisions. We 
are trying to help them make the right 
ones,” Parker said. 

“When you are talking about 
drinking,, it is a subject that is in the 


forefront of the students’ minds,” 
said Isa Cann of student affairs and 
orientation, “we hope to give alterna- 
tive to have a good time.” 

This display was impossible to 
miss for anyone going through the C- 
building lobby between 11:00 and 
1:00. 

The goal of the display was to 
remind NECC students of the dan- 
gets of using drugs, excessive drink- 
ing, and other activities such as 
unprotected sex and date rape drugs. 

“ Our goal is providing informa- 
tion in an effort to help students have 
a safe spring break.” said Cann. 

The biggest attraction of the dis- 
play was a pair of goggles, which 
made the wearer feel drunk, mainly 
by blurring their eyesight. 

While wearing the goggles, stu- 
dents were encouraged to attempt to 
shoot a basket or walk in a straight 
line. Those activities proved to be 
almost impossible, even for those 
with extensive experience in the 
altered state. 

“Wearing the goggles makes you 
feel like you’re really drunk,” com- 
mented student Casandra Close, who 
managed to do very well walking the 
straight line. Many people also 
requested if they could borrow the 
goggles for their next party.” 

But games were only a small part 
of the event, which presented a large 
amount of information on the dan- 
gers they were dealing with. 

There was a large display on 
Rohypnol, or “the date rape drug of 
the ‘90’s.” This display told what the 
drug was and the effects it has on the 
people who either take it or are 
forced it take it. It also gave the var- 
ious names used for it to make peo- 
ple aware of what they may be tak- 
ing. 

There was also a large table cov- 
ered with free information packets 
on many different subjects, including 
drugs and alcohol. 


David Willis photo 


NECC student Casandra Close (right) gets wobbly from goggles that simulate the effects of alcohol. 


There was a great deal of infor- 
mation available about the dangers of 
alcohol and how to deal with a drink- 
ing problem. 

Tips were shared with those in 
attendence, including one that sery- 
ing food high in protein such as meat 
is good with alcohol because the 
body absorbs the alcohol slower . 

More serious information like the 
serious effects of drugs and alcohol 
on the body was also available. The 
most popular was a spinning chart, 
which was shaped like a stop sign, 
which displayed different amounts of 


drinks, and showed how drunk a per- 
son would likely get after drinking 
that amount. 

Almost as important was the 
information on dealing with a sub- 
stance abuse problem. 

Information on how to deal with 
a personal substance problem, as 
well as how to help a friend or fam- 
ily member deal with their problem, 
was also available. How to get help 
for the effects of an alcoholic parent 
and other issues that are often over- 
looked could also be found. 

One other issue that was dealt 


with was safe sex. 

Packets of information were 
available on the risks of unprotected 
sex and free condoms were given 
out to encourage protected sex. 

Other freebees that were on 
hand were cups that reminded peo- 
ple of the risks of drinking. Coasters 
that reminded people not to drive 
drunk could be found, along with 
magnet picture frames with a safe 
spring break theme. 

“The games and freebees draw 
them in, they then get the informa- 
tion for later,” Cann said. 


It’s ‘Finally Friday’ at the Women’s Network 


By NICOLE KoTziAs 
Contributing Reporter 


After laughing and venting at 
Finally Friday, a weekly gathering 
offered at Northern Essex through the 
Women’s Network, it seemed quite 
clear that pantyhose thick as rubber 
and a cast-iron girdle could not have 
provided more support than this group 
of resilient, -powerful women. 
Fortunately, no such dress code is 
enforced. 

The women of Finally Friday 
vary in age and course of study. From 
business management to nursing, part 
time to full time, the differences are 
plentiful. Yet they are all bound in the 
group by the same patience to listen, 
the eagerness to share, the ability to 
encourage. They come, every week, 
for the same reasons: 

“Companionship.” 

“Friendship.” 

“Support.” 

“I’m probably a student here 
because of the Women’s Network,” 
said Jodi Paculian, an NECC studert 
and member of Finally Friday. “The 
peer support helps you to know that 
you are not alone.” 

“The Women’s Network increases 
the feeling of being part of the whole 
college community,” said Anke 
Boyen-Hahn, a NECC student who 
has recently been aceepted into the 
nursing program. She and Kim 
Neigel, another group member who 


has also been accepted into the nurs- 
ing program, were praised for their 
achievement at the meeting. 

“L haven’t seen you to give you a 
hug,” said Ginny Anderson, coordina- 
tor of the Women’s Network, as she 
hugged and congratulated Anke and 
Kim. “I am so proud of you!” 

Ginny Anderson introduced stress 
as the meeting’s central topic. Lists 
entitled “Seven Habits of Highly 
Resilient Women” and “101 Ways to 
Cope with Stress” were distributed to 
the 11 women in attendance, all of 
whom expressed anxiety about loom- 
ing midterms. The paper material 
encouraged the women to® visualize 
winning and to look at challenges dif- 
ferently, while Anderson’s verbal 
advice further emphasized encourage- 
ment. 

“Take it a day at a time,” 
Anderson suggested, “In a week’s 
time, it will be all over. Negative 
thoughts will only bring you down.” 

The women suggested to one 
another useful study habits, such as 
preparing index cards. To illustrate, 
Kim Neigel produced a stack of index 
cards high enough and thick enough 
to rival any other study tool. . The 
laughter poured out as the group inad- 
vertently performed another task on 
the “101 Ways to Cope with Stress” 
list: develop your sense of humor. 

The meeting’s underlying tone 
was one of friendship and good 
humor. 


Even as the women discussed the 
age differences of themselves and 
their peers in classrooms, a lightheart- 
ed feeling was expressed. 

“The biggest reality for me is that 
my Ford Tempo is older than them,” 
said’ Charlene Boucher, a Business 
Management major. “And it still runs 
great!” 

In an hour’s.time, the blanket of 


security and understanding the 
women of Finally Friday weave for 
themselves and each other envoked a 
feeling of warmth and unity. All 
women students are encouraged to 
participate in the weekly support 
group every Friday from 12 to 1 p.m., 
located in building F, room 139. 

The Women’s Network provides a 
numberof resources for women.stu- 


Nicole Kotzias photo 
Ginny Anderson, right, speaks with NECC student Guadalupe Kodriguez at the Women’s Network in F139. 


dents at Northern Essex, including 
free workshops, a women’s book dis- 
cussion group, and an informational 
fair regarding women returning to 
school. 

You can bet your best criss-cross, 
under wire bra that the women of 
Finally Friday will be back for more 
(support, that is). 
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Arts & Entertainment 


Large crowd enjoys NECC ‘Piano-thon’ 


By BiLt DONOVAN 
Contributing Reporter 


Music enthusiasts of all ages 
attended NECC’S Piano-thon last 
Sunday afternoon. The event featured 
various pianists from New England 
and beyond, performing both original 
and notable classical, jazz and new 
age pieces of music. 

With more than a hundred present 
in the Bentley Library Conference 
Center, there was a large turn out. 

“We’re thrilled with the turnout 
here. The variety of pianists is great, 
makes things more. interesting,” com- 
mented Priscilla Bellairs, English 
professor at NECC and associate of 
the Essex Chamber Music Players. 

The Piano-thon was a fund raiser 
to make future‘performances possible 
at NECC and throughout — the 
Merrimack Valley. It was produced 
by Music Professor © Michael 
Finegold’s group. of performers, the 
Essex Chamber Music. Players, or 
EMCP. 

Additional sponsoring came from 
NECC’S Division of Humanities and 
Social Sciences. 

At the event, Finegold said to the 
crowd, “The ECMP is diminishing 
and depending on fund raisers to con- 
tinue on.” 

The crowd responded to 
Finegold’s message. During intermis- 
sions, seniors, adults and students 
could be seen putting gifts into dona- 
tion baskets. Their generosity was 
rewarded with pastries, fruits, vegeta- 
bles and sandwiches. 12 talented 
pianists performed at the event, each 
bringing their own unique style to the 
audience. Performers playing the 
Falcone 7’ 4” Grand Piano added a 
sense of variety to the atmosphere. 

The sun’s rays pierced 
through the large curtained windows 
and shined on the piano. Standing in 
middle of the Conference Center, the 
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A piano used during the NECC Piano-thon 


piano emanated elegance and beauty. 

The show began with 
pianist David Pihl, who according to 
Finegold, is “a founding member of 
the ECMP.” Pihl performed the clas- 
sical pieces “The Alcotts” from the 
Piano Sonata No. 2 and “Concord, 
Mass, 1840-1860.” He explained that 
the “theme of the pieces are similar to 
Beethoven’s 5th Symphony, a theme 
of universal hope and connection to 
nature.” 

Pihl adjusted his stool to 
carefully position himself for comfort 
before performing. His hands moved 
gracefully yet quickly over the piano 
keys. The pieces went from slow to 
fast tempos. At times, Pihl stomped 
the keys with emotion filling his face. 
At the end of his performance, he 
bowed and was honored by his audi- 
ence’s applause. 

Kelvin Cid, an NECC stu- 
dent and member of the Performance 
Ensemble, gave a rousing perfor- 
mance at the concert, He performed 
“To Live Or Die” and dedicated the 
song to his girlfriend “with all his 
heart.” Cid indeed put all of his heart 


into his performance. At times, Cid 
bowed his head and clasped his lips 
together, embracing his music. To the 
crowd, he made the playing look as if 
it were easy for him. 

Cid’s next performance was 
unique as he demonstrated his skill in 
ringing the notes. He presented 
Loesser’s “If | We’re A Bell,” a Jazz 
piece. During the performance, Cid 
uniquely plucked the keys as if they 
were the strings of a guitar. This 
“plucking” evoked a relaxing tone. It 
was music that one could easily move 
to and Cid did just that as he per- 
formed. Cid was greeted with much 
applause at the end of his perfor- 
mance. 

Pianists presented original 
pieces as well. Stephen James was 
one of them. He performed “Master 
Lyell and His Cat,” which is a series 
of children pieces broken into five 
segments. “Castles In The Air” was 
the first piece he presented. The piece 
sounded similar to Aaron Copland’s 
“Our Town.” “Sam Bam Myrtle Fur” 
was a piece about his pet cat. James 
created this prowling sense of a cat by 


playing low, ominous notes. He 
appeared very serious during his 
playing of this piece. 

The next piece was “I Have 
A Question” which, according to 
James, is “what happens when a per- 
son keeps asking the same question 
over and over. He played in a frenetic 
pace during this piece. It created a 
view to the audience that James was 
becoming annoyed by questions 
asked. At the end, James fell off his 
stool suddenly, creating laughter and 
applause from the audience. His fun, 
lively playing got the crowd going. 

Jazz also stood out in many 
of the pianists’ performances. 
William Thomas McKinley’s was one 
of the greatest shown. In performing 
his jazz selection, titled “8,” he sur- 
prisingly requested that Finegold help 
him. Drummer James Latinnand dou- 
ble-bassist Bronenk Suchanek _per- 
formed as well. 

In the quartet, McKinley’s 
jazzy sound came  full-circle. 
Muchanek’s double-bass surged 
through the Conference Center as 
Lattin’s drums crashed. Finegold 
played alongside McKinley, pulling 
off many solos. McKinley moved to 
the music, at times closing his eyes 
and looking upwards. Music magic 
could be felt between the group, each 
member benefiting the other. 

The audience moved and 
bobbed their heads to the twenty- 
minute jazz jam. The piece ended 
gradually, like a large train slowly 
coming to a halt. 

Another jazz piece was presented 
by Berklee professor Mark W. Rossi. 
He performed two originals, “Feast or 
Famine” and “The Big Eye.” Rossi 
was completely into the music he was 
playing. At times, he hummed along 
with the rhythm he was playing. 
Other times, he slowly rose out of his 
stool and then quickly sat down 
again, moved by the music. The 
music was jazzy, yet moving at the 


same time. There was a continous 
repetition of Latin rhythms going 
through the piece. 

“One of my favorite pieces 
was Marc Rossi’s. It was extremely 
artistic and lively,” said Darryll 
McGillivary, a member of the 
Perfomance Ensemble who attended 
the event. 

The Jazz trio returned once 
more for pianist John Matrona’s per- 
formance. Matrona, an Assistant 
Professor of Electronics and Science 
at NECC, performed “Stella By 
Starlight.” The double bass, drums 
and flute once again helped add jazz 
elements. Matrona and Finegold at 
times grinned while playing the piece 
exuberantly. 

The show concluded with James 
Seger’s performance of Schumann’s 
“Romance Op. 25, No. 2.” Seger 
moverd slowly, eyes closed, gently 
playing each key. He appeared deep 
in concentration throughout his per- 
formance, gaining the audience’s 
close attention. 

The Piano-thon ended with 
Finegold thanking the large turnout 
the event had received. “This couldn’t 
have -been done without you all,” 
Finegold said. 

It was an afternoon of music and 
excitement. The variey of styles pre- 
sented by the pianists were excellent. 
Finegold promised more of. this 
excitement in the future: 

He announced the Essex 
Chamber Music Players concert, tak- 
ing place Sunday Apr. 13. 

“In my opinion, each musician 
that came today did justice to the lan- 
guage of music and spoke brilliantly 
through the use of their hands,” added 
Gordon Francis Blaney Jr., president 
of the Music Club who attended the 
Piano-thon. 


NECC art students glamorize walls of Spurk 


Above, Andrea Shine with her mystical self portrait. 


Adam Dorgan shows off his 3-D faces (right). 


Michael Boucher photos 
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Horror book with local flavor 


John Merz sets his vampire 
books in Boston 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


“T have a love/hate affair with vampires,” says 
Jon F. Merz, the author of “The Lawson Vampire” 
series. “My first nightmare was about the Count 
from Sesame Street.” Merz met with fans at the 
Newington, N.H., Barnes and Noble on Tuesday, 
March 4. A slightly built young man in a dark blue 
sweater and jeans, Merz is animated and personable 
as he talks about the problems of the publishing 
industry. He’s had to resort to doing some of his 
own publicity, because publishing houses are reluc- 
tant to spend money on authors who aren’t a sure 
thing. 

“T found out where Conan O’Brien goes to mass 
on Christmas, and I had planned on waiting outside 
the church and ambushing him. But my son got sick 
and I couldn’t go after all,” he laughs. Borders only 
ordered 250 copies of his book nationally because 
they disliked the cover art. He says books are not 
given much of a chance to prove their case, corpo- 
rate buyers will only glance at the cover of a book 
and decide its fate from that. 

He’s been on WBZ radio, and says that he likes 
doing radio shows, they’re “fun”. His book series 
is about a vampire P.I who lives in Boston. In his 
vampire world, not all vamps are bad, but some 
need to be taken down and that is Lawson’s job. His 
first book, “The Fixer” started as a short story, sub- 
mitted to the writing workshop on Francis Ford 
Coppolla’s “Zoetrope” website (an offshoot of 
Coppolla’s literary magazine and production com- 
pany). “The Destructor”, his most recent novel, was 


Harry Potter #5 
is finally coming 


—_¢¢-——_ 


“T can’t wait for the new 
book. J.K. Rowling is a great 
writer and keeps me hooked. 


The long awaited 5th 
Harry Potter book 
to be released in June 
By SARAH DURRELL 
Contributing Reporter 

The anxiously anticipated Sth 
Harry Potter book, in the projected 


series of 7, has finally been set to a 
release date - June 21, 2003. 


finished for the National Novel Writing Month pro- 


ject, or NaNoWriMo for short. 


Merz has written four “Lawson” books, “The 
Invoker,” “ The Fixer’, “The Destructor” and “The 
Syndicate” (due out in a few months). His pub- 


lisher, Pinnacle Books, has only contracted him for 
four books, although he is negotiating for the chance 
to write some more. 

“IT wrote the last one as a cliffhanger, hoping 
they’ll ask me for another one.” 


Photo courtesy of John Merz 


Cover art for Merz’s next novel “The 
Syndicate” 


Merz describes his books as “tongue in cheek,” 
and says they’re supposed to be fun. “I’m going for 
a dime store spy novel feeling.” 

He cites Mickey Spillane and Robert B. Parker 
as some of his inspirations on the hardboiled detec- 
tive side. He describes his first meeting with Parker 


—Myranda 
Storms 
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this way, “1 was terrified, 1 worked myself up into 
a tension headache, but he turned out to be very 
approachable.” 

Some of his inspirations on the sci fi/fantasy 
side include Arthur C. Clark, Douglas Adams, Terry 
Brooks and Isaac Asimov. Merz says the first fan- 
tasy book he read was “The Hobbit”, he brought it 
home one summer afternoon and stayed outside 
reading it until 7 pm. The discussion veered in the 
direction of what should and should not be consid- 
ered appropriate reading for children. “The Hobbit” 
is often seen as being too difficult for young chil- 
dren, despite the fact that it was originally marketed 
to pre teen boys. One fan asked how Merz felt 
about kids reading his own sometimes sexually 
explicit and profane novels. 

“When I get letters from 12-13 year old kids I 
want to write back, “he mimes typing at a keyboard, 
“and tell them, don’t read chapter 13 ! Then | 
remember what I was reading when I was 12-13. “ 
He grins. 

On the subject of his writing process, Merz 
says, “I don’t outline. I was a stay at home dad for 
a few months, now I take my son to daycare, drop 
my wife off at the train station and go home. I write 
at least a chapter in the morning and a chapter in the 
evening.” 

He did not give the usual advice about writing 
being hard work. 

“T think it’s annoying when writers try to dis- 
courage other writers by telling them how hard it is. 
I think everyone has a book inside them somewhere. 
The world needs more books.” 

Jon Merz lives with his wife and 1-year-old son 
in Jamaica Plain, in a house his grandfather built 
just after arriving here from Germany. He hopes to 
write more detective novels, not necessarily featur- 
ing vampires. 

Visit his website at www.lawsonvampire.com. 


Foreign 
Film Fest 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts and Entertainment 
Editor 


An Italian comedy, a 
Brazilian romantic comedy, and 
an Iranian transcendental film, 
are all part of the lineup for this 
year’s Foreign FilmFestival at 
Northern Essex Community 
College April 12, 19, and 26, in 
the Atrium of the Lawrence cam- 
pus. 

The Film Festival, which is 
celebrating its sixth year, is an 
annual event in keeping with the 
school’s commitment to being 
not only an economic and educa- 
tional resource to the community, 
but also a cultural presence. This 
year the Festival celebrates 
Lawrence’s ethnic traditions and 
rich cultural diversity for three 
Saturdays during April. 

The sponsors of this year’s 
Festival are NECC Student 
Activities Dept., NECC Office of 
Faculty and Staff Development; 
and the NECC Student Senate. 
The films, which are free and 
open to the public, are shown in 
arelaxed coffee house atmos- 
phere. Light refreshments will be 
sold prior to screening of the film 
and during intermission. All films 
are in their native tongue and sub- 
titled in English. 


0:30 


COMEDY CLUs 


GUEST HOUSE HOTEL 


159 PELHAM ST ROUTE 93 EXIT 47 


The Harry Potter phenomenon that 
swept the world will be back in full 
action later this year. From young chil- 
dren, to 20-somethings, to older gener- 
ations, everyone is looking forward to 
the newest book from author J.K. 
Rowling. 

“T’ve loved all the Harry Potter 
books,” says Lindsey Carson, a col- 
lege student. “I wasn’t able to put them 
down. I am so excited about the fifth 
book coming out! I’m getting it at 
midnight the night it comes out.” 

The fifth book, titled “Harry Potter 
and the Order of the Phoenix,” will 
follow Potter and friends, Ron 
Weasley and Hermione Granger, to 


their fifth year at Hogwarts School of 


Witcheraft and Wizardry as a dark 
time begins. The great Lord Vold - I 
mean, “He who shall not be named,” 
who killed Potter’s parents and made 
everyure in the wizarding world fear- 
ful of his name, has returned to power. 
Now there is no knowing what will 
happen. 

“I can’t wait for the new book. J.K. 
Rowling is a great writer and keeps me 
hooked. I am always telling people 
how much I wish Harry Potter was 
real,” says Myranda Storms, 17. 


So far, there have been no leaks of 


information on the book. Rowling has 


remained tight lipped about what will 
happen to Potter and his pals, but she 
has said there is a death in the book 
that she “didn’t enjoy writing.” 

Bookstores across the country 
have gotten official teasers from the 
books publishers, and have posted the 
snippets on their websites. “Harry 
Potter and the Order of the Phoenix” 
begins with the words: 

“The hottest day of the summer so 
far was drawing to a close and a 
drowsy silence lay over the large, 
square houses of Privet Drive... The 
only person left outside was a teenage 
boy who was lying flat on his back in 
a flowerbed outside number four.” 

They have also released a random 
excerpt taken from the middle of the 
book: 

“Dumbledore lowered his hands 
and surveyed Harry through his half- 
moon glasses. “It is time,” he said, “for 
me to tell you what I should have told 
you five years ago, Harry. Please sit 
down. I am going to tell you every- 
thing.” “ 

To read more you'll have to wait 
until June 21st, just like everyone else. 
In the mean time, the second Potter 
movie, “Harry Potter and the Chamber 
of Secrets” is out on DVD and VHS 
April 11. 


IN METHUEN 


SORRY, WE CANNOT BE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR LOST UNDERWEAR OR 
MISSING UNDERGARMENTS 


COMEDY FrRi9Pm 
SHOWS SAT 8&10:30 


MARCH 21 & 22 
J HIV 


DUNN 
COMEDY CENTRAL 


per person up to six people 
with this coupon 
must be 18 years old or over 


AND NESN not valid with any other offer 


MAR 28 & 29 : AL expires 4/30/03 
sokemavens 
DUCHARME |. iSlcoecea ie 


WWW. JOKEMAVENS. COM 


1-866-404-JOKE 


VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR SPECIAL OFFERS 


Peer Mee Mg 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson 


This minute-To-mnute 
AjiARy of yours is ReALLy 
ANNOYING Me, Boe. IT THink 


KiLL You. LY 


Wow! Death threat from a 
friend! This is Great s+urF 


we've DECIDED TO DESTROY EARTH BE- 
CAUse We CANT STAND WATCHING A 

Society SD HOPELESSLY MANIPULATED 
By iTS OWN CoMMeRCIAL MEDIA. 


OH, GIMME A BREAK! 
BREAK ME OFF A 
Piece oF THiS KiT- 

KAT BAR! 


< is 
<= 
< 


Come SP att.com 


I CAN'T BELIEVE THE JUNK You 
PuT ijNTO YoUR BODY! DoNn'T You 
EVER CRAVE FRESH, HEALTHY Foop? 


You DiDNT NOTICE THE ‘ 
MENTOS? FRESHNESS Fut) |/ 


inn 
nit 
cme ees - 


WERE 'S A DUSTY OL Cakrood 
FROM (993 THat SHowS JusT 
How FAR WE'VE Come OVER THE 
Last Ten years! Ensoy! 


WHY ISTHE TV 
SAYING AMERICA 
(S PROVO AGAIN? 


HOW MANY 
TERRORISTS 
Tro WE KILL 2 


OMe BI2D WV no LOCL® gavriamhs SIVA away BWW TOOt-.-E 


How MANY 
TERRORISTS 
DID WE Rite 
LAST Time? 


LT ENOW THIS IS OFETHE 
SUBIECT, BUT Weed Wit 
DEMOCRACY BE ESTABUSHED 

IN KUWAIT? 


ACROSS 
1 Scraped (by) 
5 Obvious 

pretense 

10 Type of sch. 

14 Queen Boleyn 

15 George who was 
Mary 

16 Stood 

17 Dashed 

18 Emissions 

20 Marshes 

22 Copland ballet 

23 Trident-shaped 
Greek letter 

24 Educator 

26 Favorite 

28 Buddy 

31 Food fish 

32 Make lace 

35 Diversions 

38 Ancient 
Sumerian 
instrument 

39 Spanish bull 

40 European capital 


41 Summit 
42 Somme : ; ; 3/26/0 
summers Minahetgeied ome teee 6 3 
43 Transient like 
vapor 
45 Beatty or 7 Laughing Solutions 
Buntline 8 Leading the band 
46 Mine find 9 Zeta-theta 
47 BSA counterpart separator 
48 Existed 10 Anterior 
49 Of acreage 11 Crude cross 
51 Distant 12 Feudal serf 
53 Put away for a 13 Mexican money 
rainy day 19 Walked heavily 
56 Tarrying 21 Bubble maker 


61 Stargazer 
63 Needle case 
64 Allied grp. 
65 Writer Loos 
66 Billfold fillers 
67 Mature 
68 King or Ross 
69 Formerly, 
formerly 


DOWN 

1 Has a little lamb 

2 Have the 
answers 

3 Bewitched 

4 Considers 

5 Sense 

6 Soprano Gluck 


25 Flings 

26 Eucharist plate 

27 Ham it up 

29 Current unit 

30 Ignore 

32 Keyboard 
instrument? 


33 Coliseum center |3]S|O| TORE Bt 

34 Written BEDE BREE GEE) 
passages 

36 Mayday! 

37 Powerful DC 
lobb 52 Rugged team 


50 Demarcate 57 New Jersey 


38 Fond du , WI mountain ridge 58 Botanist 

44 Vault 53 Caroled Asa 

46 Dunkable treat 54 Bygone Russian 59 Sisters 

49 Symbol of ruler 60 Pith 
straightness 55 Eight: It. 62 Apprehend 
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When Is it gomg too 


far for beauty? 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


We have 
all heard 
about botox 
one way or 
another. 
However, 
how much do 
you _ really 
know about 
this magical 
cure for wrinkles and crows feet? 

A botox cosmetic treatment is a 
simple, non-surgical procedure that 
smoothes the lines between your 
eyebrows that appear over time. 
For $300 to $1,000 per visit, your 
doctor can make you look years 
younger with just a few shots. 

Most people correlate botox 
with middle-aged women, but that 
is not always the circumstance. 
Thousands of young women from 
their late twenties to early thirties 
are getting this procedure done, and 
many are not aware of the negative 
effects of this process. There have 
been cases where the botox has 
been injected close to the eye mus- 
cle and the patients had found that 
they could no longer open eyelid 
completely. 

The basic approach for this 
injection is straightforward, so 


=< 


“ Botox is one of the most popular cos- 
metic medical procedures” 


risks are minimal. Doctors inject 
about 25 to 50 units of botox to 
smooth patients’ skin, 10 times 
fewer then the 3,500 units that 
could kill, according to 
health.com’s Brian Kinney. 

There are some beneficial 
points in getting botox. In five min- 
utes to a half-hour, depending on 
the areas being treated, you can 
eliminate ten to 20 years. 
Furthermore, you are back to work 
that day. With little or no pain and 
looking and feeling your best. 

When ten female students 
were asked if they would consider 
getting botox injections, eight out 
of the 10 students asked of they 
would get or consider getting the 
injections, eight of them said that 
they would consider getting the 
botox injections. The most frequent 
answer of why they would consider 
this procedure was, “ I want to look 


wrong. However, is it worth the 


to you? Nevertheless, you should 


—Brian Kenney 


my best.” 

Still thousands and thousands 
of women young and old are one 
after the other running to their doc- 
tors for botoxs injections. Is botox 
the answer or just the new craze? 
“The years after it initially hit the 
market, botox is one of the most 
popular cosmetic medical proce- 
dure in the United States. Almost 
800,000 Americans young and old 
are getting the injections in 2000, 
according to the American Society 
of Plastic Surgeons” said Brian 
Kenney. 

Is botox the answer to aging? I 
do not know, but 800,000 cant be 


risks and the high prices that is up 
consider all the beneficial and 


harmful points of this procedure 
before you go and get it done. 


Merrimac dance classes 


Merrimac- Dance Techniques is 
continuing to enhance and expand 
its curriculum by offering addition- 
al Pilates and Tai Chi classes. 

Spring courses will include a 
New Beg/ Fundamental Mat Class 
Series on Wednesday evenings from 
7:30-8:30PM beginning. March 
26th, Other Pilates courses include 
Beg/Intermediate Mat Class Series 
on Tuesdays from 7:30-8:30PM, 
and a Mat/Apparatus Clinic on 
Mondays from 7:30-8:30PM. Tai 


opti 


School of H 


Chi classes are held on Saturdays 
from 9-10:15AM. 

The new series will begin on 
Saturday March 22nd. All Pilates 
courses at Dance Technics are 
taught by certified professionals 
from Pilates at the Millyards- the 
only fully equipped apparatus stu- 
dios in the Merrimack Valley. 

Stanley Blankenship is the stu- 
dio’s in-house Tai Chi instructor- he 
is certified teacher and trainer in Tai 
Chi, Chi Gong, Yoga, and Eastern 


g 


Techniques through the Ramel 
Rones Method of Mind/Body 
Programs. Contact Dance 
Techniques to register now at (978) 
346-9290-space is limited in all 
classes to ensure individual atten- 


tion. Dance Techniques, 20 
Merrimac Square third Floor, 
Merrimac, MA 01860- 


http://www. havetodance.com/dance 
tecnics. 


OLLEGE 


uman Services 


WEEKEND COLLEGE FOR ADULTS 


Bachelor's Programs in Human Services 
& Criminal Justice 
500 Commercial Street, Manchester NH 03101-1131 


603-666-5700 or 800-727-0504 x106, Rose Bresnahan 
shsmanchester@ spfldcol.edu 


Its not harmful 


Botox, its not as 
harmful as you may 
believe it is 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion &Fitness Editor 


Are botox injections going too 
far for beauty? Well, that depends 


PS TT ee 


I think that evey person is free to do as 


they desire. 


who you ask that question to. Do I 
think that it is going too far? No, I do 
not. I think that every person is free 
to do as they desire. 

I don’t think that it is any per- 
son’s place to say whether or not 
someone should be able to get this 
done. If they know the beneficial and 
dangerous points of this procedure 
then they should be free to do as they 
choose. 

Would I get this done? Well, that 
is a hard question. I have personally 


seen first-hand how this process 
works, and what goes on when the 
person is receiving the injections. I 
think that if the time was right, I 
would definitely go and get it done. 
I have heard many people say 
that it might be a good idea now, but 
in 20 years they are going to regrét 
their decision. Botox has been 
around for many years and I do not 
see it going anywhere in years to 
come. In my opinion, when it comes 
to botox or plastic surgery, no matter 


how long it has been around, or who 
says that it is harmless, you’re going 
to get conflicting opinions. I don’t 
agree at all with young woman in 
their twenties and thirties getting this 
done. However, if they feel the need 
to go and get this done, I am not one 
to look down upon them for their 
decision. 

I feel that people should be able 
to do as they desire without people 
looking down upon them. 


Stars fashion 


By SARAH DURELL 
Contrubiting reporter 


J.Lo. Sean John. Made. 
FuManSkeeto. They may sound like 
names or just strange words, but each 
item in that list is a clothing compa- 
ny that is owned by a celebrity. 

“Tt’s just another way to make 


“Vokal [Nelly’s line] is a univer- 
sal clothing line that expresses itself, 
with influences from cities in the 
east, west, north, south, mid-west & 
Europe,” says Yomi Martin, presi- 
dent of the company, in a press 
release. 

Gwen Stefani told Teen Vogue 
that her line, L-A.M.B., “is truly my 
look. It’s going to be based on every- 


Sarah durrell Photo 


Lena Silva, of Lawrence, in J.Lo and Janel Dube, of Haverhill, in Rocaweara 


money,” says Greg Carter, assistant 
manager at Mr. Rags in _ the 
Rockingham Mall. He may very well 
be right, but this ‘celebrity clothing 
brand trend’ is getting bigger. Later 
this year Eminem, the controversial 
rapper, will release his line, Shady, 
and Gwen Stefani, singer of No 
Doubt, will launch her line, 
L.A.M.B. 

These brands will only be thrown 
into a category of clothing lines 
already available in stores. J.Lo by 
Jennifer Lopez; Sean John by 
P.Diddy; Made by Joel and Benji 
Madden of Good Charlotte; 
FuManSkeeto by Chris Kirkpartick 
of *N Sync; Rocawear by Jay-Z... 
the list seems never ending. 


thing I’ve ever worn, from my first 
punker pants to the present.” 

“People that like the music are 
the ones that buy the clothes,” said 
Sally Hernandez, a sales associate at 
Mr. Rags. And many of those people 
range in age from pre-teen to twenty- 
somethings. 

“Lots of people buy J.Lo, 
Rocawear, Sean John. Those are the 
most popular ones,” Hernandez 
added. 

As long as influential musicians 
are played on the radio and they are 
seen sporting clothes from their fash- 
ion lines, people will pay good 
money to dress like them. That’s the 
way pop culture wo"ks. 
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“Looking good Michael, waaaaaaaaaa!” 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


Does anyone see a resemblance 
between Michael and Chewbacca? 
They look like twins separated at 
birth. It’s obvious that no one showed 
either how to use a razor. 

Where do | start with this guy? 
Michael Nickerson, a journalism 
major, must get dressed in the dark if 
he thinks this is a stylish outfit. 

“If | could walk around naked I 
would, but I have to wear clothes,” 
Nickerson says. Sweetheart, no one 
needs to see that. 

Someone is stuck in the ‘80s, 
with the long hair and the hair band 
T-shirt. News flash kid, no one has 
long hair anymore. You need to get 
into the time machine and come up to 
the 21st century. 

So what is up with that old and 
worn out Iron Maiden T-shirt did 
mommy forget to do laundry or do 
you actually like that shirt? Hun, that 
T-shirt should have been left back in 
the ‘80s with the band. You need to 
get some new clothes from the Gap 
and a hair cut. 

Have you ever heard about the 
Bowflex®, ‘cause you might want to 
try it out. But being the cutie that you 
are it does not matter. But dude, the 
clothes have to go. 

Do you even look in the mirror in 
the morning when you get dressed? 
And if you do, what are you think- 
ing? Cause it can’t be “WOW I 
LOOK GOOD.” It would be more 
like, “I don’t want any attention from 
girls today anyway!” 

With a long face like that, you 
should have been named Chiquita 
not Michael. Your face is shaped like 
banana, and | really do not recom- 
mend that you keep wearing hats. 

Even though he has no style at 
all, Michael Nickerson I a sweet- 
heart, with a killer personality, and 
with a little effort, you never know, 
what you would find. 

Michael could be the next Justin 


- Timberlake. 


“ If I could I would walk around naked.” 


-Michael Nickerson 


(KRT) Week of April 7-13, 
2003: 


Aries (March 21-April 20). Late 
Tuesday, a powerful wave of sensi- 
tivity from loved ones may be dis- 
tracting. Previously silent friends or 
lovers may boldly state their roman- 
tic ideals and social concerns. 
Intimacy and new passion are neces- 
sary for emotional success. 

Taurus (April 21-May 20). 
Minor health concerns or lagging 
physical energy will no longer drain 
social or family confidence. Early 
this week, expect bothersome skin, 
digestive or eye ailments to dramat- 
ically improve. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Love 
affairs and long-term friendships are 
particularly rewarding over the next 
few days. Watch for loved ones and 
close friends to declare their inten- 
tions or commitments. Many 
Geminis, especially those born 
between 1968 and 1980, will experi- 
ence a profound deepening of key 
relationsips 


Cancer (June 22-July 22). This 
week, business relationships may be 
unusually emotional or flirtatious. 
Expect key officials or trusted work 
mates to express their social needs 
and long-term romantic plans. New 
communications will eventually cre- 
ate improved friendships, but also 
demand delicate social timing. If 
possible, remain quietly distant and 
avoid confrontation. After Friday, 
family finances may be mildly 
strained. Thoroughly check records, 
payments or debt schedules. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Late 
Tuesday, a close friend or work 
companion may ask for sensitive 
and highly personal advice. Areas of 
concern are power dynamics 
between loved ones or long-term 
lifestyle choices. Encourage cau- 
tion. Important life decisions need 
to be fully considered. Early Friday, 
watch also for an unusual financial 
or business message from the past. 
Old job offers or delayed projects 
are featured. Take extra time to care- 
fully evaluate all ideas and propos- 


als. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
Business policies, financial obliga- 
tions and long-term property matters 
will require your immediate atten- 
tion. Late Monday, watch for impor- 
tant changes to key documents, pro- 
cedures or workplace methods. 
Many Virgos will be expected to 
make sense of past financial mis- 
takes or bring clarity to conflicting 
business standards. After Thursday, 
minor home finances may also 
apply. Watch budgets and spending 
needs for obvious mistakes. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Avoid 
social discussions or romantic spec- 
ulation in all workplace relation- 
ships. At present, work mates and 
colleagues may be extremely sensi- 
tive to personal information or 
minor social disputes. Don't be 
fooled. Even though an atmosphere 
of humor and light discussion may 
exist, underlying resentments will 
create a lasting impression. After 
Friday, family or intimate relation- 
ships will offer peaceful resolve. 


Enjoy the company of trusted com- 
panions. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Old 
social wounds and past relationships 
may reoccur over the next few days. 
Before midweek, watch for friends, 
distant relatives or yesterday's loved 
ones to reappear and demand com- 
pletion. Although minor jealousies 
are unavoidable, by the end of this 
week small disagreements will actu- 
ally work in your favor. Remain 
diplomatic. Old ideals, memories or 
romantic expectations will soon 
fade. By mid-April, new love will 
require your full attention. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Past romantic and social delays will 
be quickly resolved. Beginning late 
Tuesday and lasting over the next 
two to three days, expect long-term 
friends and romantic partners to 
firmly state their needs, intentions 
and future plans. Much of this may 
come as a relief. Watch for stalled 
relationships to move rapidly for- 
ward. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20). 


Early this week, rental agreements, 
leases or minor financial disputes 
may be briefly annoying. Monday 
through Wednesday, react quickly to 
unexpected repairs or revised prop- 
erty contracts. Some Capricorns, 
especially those born late in 
December, will also be asked to 
clarify banking documents or finan- 
cial procedures. 

Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19). 
Friends, lovers and close work 
mates may be moody and reflective. 
Watch for unexpected social and 
workplace delays. Over the next two 
days, past business records and yes- 
terday's romantic history will have 
strong effects on daily relationships. 

Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20). 
Family relationships are strong con- 
cerns this week. Pay attention to the 
minor criticisms of close relatives or 
loved ones. Over the next three 
days, small social irritations could 
lead to stalled relationships or bro- 
ken trusts. React with sensitivity to 
the needs of others. 
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By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


Picking a favorite to win the 
national championship is one of 
the hardest things to do in sports. 

Willis makes a very good 
case for Kentucky. The Wildcats 
have a very intimidating squad 
that includes one of if not the top 
defense in the country. 

But I think strong cases can 
also be made for Syracuse, 
Pittsburgh, Maryland and Duke 
among others. 

The Big East teams are mak- 
ing the selection committee look 
inept for not selecting Boston 
College or Seton Hall to the field 
of 64. The Orangemen, Panthers 
and UCONN Huskies are all in 
the “Sweet 16” while the Eagles 
are battling it out in the N.I.T. 

Teams such as_ Butler, 
Marquette and Auburn are open- 
ing a lot of eyes around the coun- 
try knocking off high seeds like 
Wake Forest, Louisville and 
Wisconsin. 

But when push comes to 
shove I think that the best bet 
besides Kentucky to cut down the 
nets is (as I flip a coin) Syracuse. 


Note: These Points were writ- 
ten on March 23 when the field of 
64 was down to 16. 


Bok [nove on ‘March Be oe 
Robbie Ftorek and naming himself the new — 


Red Sox: The Sox will wrap up spring train 


By DAvipD WILLIS 
Editor 


I hate to say that it’s a safe bet for 
who is going to win the NCAA tour- 
nament, but it sure seems like it is. 

The Kentucky Wildcats are my 
pick, and the pick of most other 
NCAA Basketball enthusiasts, to win 
the National Championship. 

Usually I like to pick a sleeper to 
win the championship. I look smart if 
they win and, and there’s a good 
chance that I’Il win my pool. 

But this year, it seems clear-cut 
that the number one team in the 
nation, Kentucky, has all the tools 
needed to prevail. 

Coach Tubby Smith is one of the 
best coaches in the nation, and a lot 
better then that Pitino guy who left 
Kentucky for the NBA. 

They also have some of the best 
players in the NCAA, lead by senior 
guard Keith Bogans, who is the team 
leader in points per game, with 15.8, 
and is second on the team in assists 
with 3.0 per game. 

They have the longest current 
winning streak in NCAA men’s bas- 
ketball at 25 games, as of 3/24/03. 

Some may say the winning 
streak is a sign that they are due for a 
loss, but it just shows me that they 
have beaten every team that’s come 
their way in the past three months. 

There are always upsets in the 
NCAA tournament, which I enjoy, 
but in the end, expect to see the 
Wildcats cutting down the net. 


ing on March 28 and open the 2003 season 
March ot in i Yep against the Devil Raya 


Thank God for March Madness 


As I write 
this the start of 
baseball sea- 
son is one 
short week 
away, the 
NCAA tourna- 
ment is in full 
swing and the 


NHL and NBA playoffs 
are right around the cor- 
ner. 

However, the whole 
idea of sports seems so 
very trivial while we are 
at war. But | think that 
all involved in the wide 
world of sports should 
be very grateful to be 
associated with sports 
and everything that they represent. 

The decision to go on with the 
NCAA Tournament was the right one 
in my opinion. Delaying the start of 
the tournament would have been a 
clear sign to Saddam and the rest of 


‘the world that we are scared and are 


halting the progress of our everyday 
lives. 

Meanwhile, the enjoyment that 
so many Americans derive from the 
NCAA’s is good for this country. 
Nothing is better than watching stu- 
dent athletes battle it out for the right 
to be known as national champions. 

The upsets are always there, 
Butler is wearing the glass slipper 
this year, as well as the tight games 


fashion 
6 B after 
...It’s a good thing to have something like 
March Madness to look forward to. 


that end in improbable fashion. 
Students all around the country can 
lose themselves in the achievements 
of their basketball team and take 
pride in the way they represent them- 
selves on the court. Alumni will also 
break out the old college jerseys and 


support their old schools. 

Unity is the message here folks. 
Unity is a huge factor in sports as 
well as in times of war. When a 
group of people come together and 
work for a solid goal as a team a lot 
of lessons can be learned. 

In all things there is a leader and 
the game of college basketball is no 
different. For every Jim Harrick there 
is a Tubby Smith or a Lute Olson, 
coaches who guide their players in a 

respectable 
year 
year. 
These men are 
the inspiration 
for so many 
kids that never 
had a dominant 
male figure in 
their lives. It’s 
almost as nice 
to see them win 
the title as it is 
to see the play- 


ers take it home. 

So in this time of great madness 
it’s a good thing to have something 
like “March Madness” to look for- 
ward to. 


Bruins make coaching change 


With just nine 
games left in the 


made a move 
| shocking not only 
the fans but the 
players also. O’Connell fired head 
coach Robbie Ftorek and assistant 
coach Wayne Cashman. 

What exactly was O’Connell 
thinking? 

One-week prior to the move, 
O’Connell said in a television inter- 
view with Kevin Paul Dupont, 
Boston Globe Bruins beat writer, 
Ftorek’s job was not in jeopardy. 
O’Connell stated Ftorek was “his 
guy” and had no plans to let the head 
coach go. Well, O’Connell obviously 
changed his mind. Claiming it was 
the inconsistency of effort that led to 
the dismissal. 


What shocked most fans and 
players was the mere fact the Bruins 
had actually started to turn things 
around winning five of seven games, 
securing 11 out of the 14 points 
available. It’s understand if 
O’Connell made the decision when 
the team was winless in seven games 
but not when they seemed to have 
turned things around. 

Captain Joe Thornton said in a 
television interview, which aired on 
ESPN’s NHL 2night, he was sad to 
see Ftorek go because he values 
Ftorek as a hockey guy and a head 
coach. Thornton also added he 
thought the guys needed to look at 
themselves in the mirror and take the 
blame for what is happening on the 
ice. 

O’Connell took over head coach- 
ing duties and Mike Sullivan, head 
coach of the Providence Bruins took 
over Cashman’s assistant coach posi- 
tion. 

Since O’Connell took over the 
helm, the Bruins lost to San Jose giv- 
ing up a 2-0 lead to see it evaporate 


to a 2-3 loss and gave up a 3-0 led to 
the Los Angeles Kings. The Bruins 
didn’t completely flounder in that 
tilt, they secured two-points with a 4- 
3 victory in over-time. 

Ironically, this is not the first 
time Ftorek had been dismissed late 
in the season. In the 1999 - 2000 sea- 
son the New Jersey Devils relieved 
Ftorek of his duties with just eight 
games remaining. The Devils actual- 
ly went on to win the Stanley Cup 
that year. O’Connell may be hoping 
for the same magic to occur in 
Beantown. 

Currently, the Bruins have sole 
possession of the 7th playoff position 
and will most likely face the New 
Jersey Devils in the first round. With 
six games left in the regular season, 
the Bruins have their sights on 6th 
place, which means they would most 
likely play either the Washington 
Capitals or the Tampa _ Bay 
Lightning. 
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NECC basketball team upsets Roxbury 


Knights score huge 
win over powerhouse 
Roxbury in tourney 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


Do you believe in miracles? The 
members of the 1980 U.S. Hockey 
team do, as do the 2002 New 
England Patriots, Buster Douglas and 
the 1969 New York Mets. 

However, the NECC men’s bas- 
ketball team doesn’t. No, they 
believe in hard work, dedication and 
faith. 

It’s those elements combined 
with an outstanding team effort that 
propelled the Knights to a 67-52 win 
over Roxbury Community College 
March | at the NJCAA Regional 
Tournament in Springfield. 

The RCC Tigers, ranked fourth in 
the country, are known nationally as 
one of the top junior college pro- 
grams (or, according to a certain 
sports editor, the Duke of division III 


Top 10 Red Sox of all-time: #4 


“Pudge” Fisk was 
one of the best catch- 
ers of all-time 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


When the topic of best catcher 
ever to play the game of baseball 
comes up only a few names will sur- 
face. Included in that select company 
is none other than Carlton Fisk. 

In his 12 seasons in Boston, Fisk 
produced for the Sox both offensive- 
ly and defensively. Possessing a very 
strong arm to go with a very power- 
ful bat, Fisk hit 162 home runs for 
the Sox while compiling a career bat- 
ting average of .284. 

But perhaps what #27 will be 
best remembered for is his home run 
in the 1975 World Series against the 
Cincinnati Reds. In the 12th inning 
of the sixth game Fisk hit a high fly 
ball to left field that was inches away 
from going either fair or foul. Fisk tip 
toed his way down the first base line 
waving his arms in what appeared to 
be a desperate attempt to blow the 
ball fair. The 6-3 200 pound Vermont 
native was successful, as the ball hit 
off the foul pole and bounced into 
fair play. 

The Sox went on to lose that 
series, but Fisk had secured his place 
in Boston sports history. In 1977, 
Pudge tied a major league record 
when he allowed just four balls 
passed him in 151 games. 

Fisk was a seven time all-star 
including four starts. In 1999, when 
the mid summer classic was held at 
Fenway Park for the first time, Fisk 
was named the American League 
Honorary Captain. 

On Sept. 8, 1997 Fisk was 
inducted into the Red Sox Hall of 
Fame and then on July 23, 2000 he 
was inducted into the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstowm, N.Y. 


junior college). 

Last year in the first round of the 
tournament the Knights suffered a 
74-46 loss to Roxbury, ending their 
season on a very 


Stratton. “You can’t ask for anymore 
out of a player.” 

“They were focused,” the coach 
added. “They practiced that week 


campaign was the amount of ques- 
tion marks surrounding the team at 
the beginning of the season. The loss 
of their two key offensive players in 

Jay Avant and Nate 


sour note. In a game Proulx resulted in 


season at the Sport 
and Fitness Center 
NECC gave the 
Tigers all they could 
handle in an 84-80 
loss. 

Building on that 
momentum the 
Knights tore into 
RCC with a tena- 
cious defensive 
attack featuring the 
play of Elvin Reynoso and Akil 
Mondesir. 

“Tt was a total team effort,” said 
coach Darren Stratton. “Our defense 
has been tremendous and continued 
to be against Roxbury.” 

The Knights were aided by fresh- 
man Luis Juarbe’s ability to make the 
transition from playing off-guard to 
handling the point guard duties. 

“Luis had the best game I’ve ever 
seen a point guard play,” said 


They practiced that week like they really 
wanted it 


—Darren Stratton 


like they really wanted it. They 
believed and they weren’t intimidat- 
ed.” 

Stratton also points to the leader- 
ship of Reynoso and Mondesir as a 
big factor in how well his team 
played against Roxbury. 

“Elvin and Akil led the team,” 
said Stratton. “They set the tone at 
the beginning of the week in practice. 

Perhaps the most rewarding 
aspect of the Knights successful 
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Carlton Fisk strikes a pose early in his Sox career. 
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The Shot heard around the Hub. Fisk celebrates his game winniner. 


60% reduction in 
offensive produc- 
tion. 

“A lot of the 
players didn’t have 
the playing experi- 
ence so it took 
awhile to adapt,” 
said Stratton. “We 
knew we didn’t 
have the most tal- 
ented team offen- 
sively so we focused on the transition 
game which generated our best 
offense.” 

That very transition game com- 
bined with a swarming team defense 
enabled the Knights to pull off one of 
the biggest upsets in college basket- 
ball since Villanova defeated 
Georgetown for the national champi- 
onship in 1985. 

Umass bound 


Speaking of former NECC stand- 


out Nate Proulx the 2001-02 
Observer Male Athlete of the Year is 
planning on attending Umass-Boston 
next year continuing both his acade- 
mic and athletic careers. 

A helping hand 

According to Coach Stratton, the 
success his players have had on the 
court pales in comparison to the suc- 
cess they have had in the classroom. 

A lot of that success is thanks to 
assistant coach Pete Tompkins tire- 
less efforts that stretch beyond the 
basketball court. 

“Pete did a great job in keeping 
these kids eligible and focused,’ said 
Stratton. “All four sophomores that 
finished the season with us are slated 
to graduate. 

_ Baseball team 
big in Florida 

The NECC baseball team kicked 
off the season with a big win over 
Division 2 power Alfred State (N.Y.). 
The Knights defeated Alfred 7-6 on 
March 17 in Cocoa Beach, Fla. 

Full coverage of the Knights 
spring training trip can be found in 
the next issue of the Observer. 


scores 


The List 
#10 Joe Cronin 


Joe Wood 


Nomar 


Roger Clemens 


Bobby Doerr 


Pedro Martinez 


Carlton Fisk 
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Thanks for the 36 years of wondrous memories 


"All the world is a stage and all men and women merely players. 
They have their exits and their entrances, 
And one man in his time plays many parts........ 
Last scene of all that ends this strange eventful history, 
Is second childishness and mere oblivion" 


lt was a blast playing the role of college professor. 


* Jo my students past and present: You folks give my life purpose and occasionally being privileged to ignite your 
willingness to believe in your own worthiness, enough to take the risk to try to do your very best without the guarantee 
of success has been my greatest joy. 


* To the members of the faculty and professional staff: May we unite in common goals and purpose. | pray that we 
never allow our friendships to rust or be fractured by misguided short term self interest. 


* Jo the management team: The folks who plan, organize and control. You are the salt and pepper of our institution 
always spicing up our lives attempting to create a bustling, stretching and interesting work environment. May you rule 
wisely with a dash of humor and compassion. | wish you good luck on the difficult days ahead. 


* | want to specifically address the folks that work in Secretarial Support, Creative Graphics, Repro-Graphics. 
Academic Advising, Admissions, Financial Aid, Micro-Computer Lab, Audio-Visual Services, Maintenance, Security 


and the Mailroom 

| recognize that your help and friendship was essential for my long term survival and your smiles put a bit of sunshine 
in each one of my days. Your competency and technical skills insured our institutions functions effectively. You folks 
make things operate smoothly on a day to day bases. | am extremely grateful to you and | salute you all. 


“When you reach out your hand may it always be in friendship and never in want" 


“What lies behind us and what lies before us 
are tiny matters compared to 
What lies within us" 


